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Tension between w‘ mu 

Kashmir-the two main regions oj 
the State-is mainly responsible for 
encouraging communalism in Jammu 
and secessionist sentiments 
Kashmir; provoking and reinforcing 
each other. 

Jammu's real hunger is for poli¬ 
tical power. Complaints about 
share in services, recruitment and 
development are merely symptoms 
of the underlying malaise . Unable to 
adequately share power , domi¬ 
nant opinion in Jammu has been 
campaigning for reducing the power 
of Kashmir by getting it transfer¬ 
red to Delhi. Downfall of Sheikh 
Abdullah and Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammad can to a large extent 
be attributed to their failure to 
satisfy Jammu by stopping the 
process of integration of the State 
with the Union beyond their res¬ 
pective limits. 

A stage must reach sooner than 
later when the integration cannot 
be carried any further. How would 
Jammu react then ? 


(Contd. on last flap) 
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problem 


The 


. , S 46, are not known 

„ n ited n 1 \ state they com 
Jammu and Kashmir, which were ^ o£ th e S ^ was as 
to have been mutually well adjus e J ^ ,,p a rep|aced , The 
Prise The political and admin ‘ one ‘^‘precipitated by 
conducive to regional tens.ons as <h ^ 1 #%?^ cause, 
governmental changeovers m remove 

these tensions —did not much help „ etw een the two 

. , d iverg enCC 

In fact political and emotion 
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regions has been growing over years. Secessionist sentiments in 
the Valley are fed by communalism in Jammu which in turn 
is provoked by the fears aroused by the secessionists. Both 
sentiments are manifestations of mutual mal-adiustment and 
form a process of cumulative chain reaction. 


asnecTof dlscusses this pivotal but generally neglected 

on the subject ^ritten^affe 6 ' ■ V* & collection of my ardcleS 

edited to avoid too much ? . "dependence. They have been 
theme. re petition and to fit them into a running 


TTlic 

held at various points^of't 0 ^ lndicates the positions I hav 
men or writers who are '' me * . Wo "der if there are any publi 
on Kashmir in the past \ & position to own all they had sai 
tically consistent is marr H 'u ^ Sat i s faction in remaining pol 
head against the walls in v ? t ^ le tragic fact that I struck m 
part of my public lif e inna gar and Delhi for a substanti: 
C almos t in vain. 

These articles are 

Bum l he H J r mu P ro hlem nfm T ed i t0 a study of what might 1 
Kashml a^ add «-* it i hide ">* for , ,amn ;; 
m y COl nmitmcnt not at the cost °f my ove ^ 

.<*« always b t0 S ° me b3SiC Va ' UeS ' 

many y ear M ^ P * ratl °ns of°Ka e s rned over the suppression 

Indians took i, WaS a h"ost a i nri aSilrn ' r as well as Jammu. F ( 
denials of iusti^ Ca use ; n C till quite a few conscientioi 

country, i Ce the peo , raisi ng my feeble voice again 
leaders. Howeve^ S ' mila r iust° f Kashmir by the rest of n 
dangerous and unh * Was equal'l^ f ° r Jammu from ^ ashm 

Were tempted to 6altlly form s rj anx ious to warn against tl 
t0 a dopt. ms protest that sections of Jamn 

Having n 


ni!m ^«^ d ^ 
ellev e thn, 


arious n, 

that ]<j a , ard f es tations °f Indian 
^ir would have been fa 
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THE PROBLEM 


off if its leaders, in turn, had succeeded in restraining their local 
chauvinism. Kashmir has indeed paid very dearly for not work¬ 
ing out a satisfactory arrangement for sharing power with Jammu. 
The cries for abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution and for 
Presidential rule that are so frequently heard in Jammu are, in 
fact, cries of impotent dissatisfaction about its present status. 
For unable to share power, Jammu would like Kashmir to lose 
it to the Centre. Rationalisations in terms of integration and 
intense nationalism cannot conceal the underlying psychological 
motivation. 

I am sorry Jammu’s protest got into a defeatist channel. 
For no amount of transfer of power to the Centre can solve its 
problem. It must aspire a relation of friendship and equality 
with the Valley. Thus it is not the degree of integration of the 
State with the Union but of Jammu’s status within the State 
that can safeguard its interests. 

In 1949 I suggested political means to define Jammu’s 
status. A year or so later, at the time of Constitution making, 
I pleaded for constitutional provisions for ensuring that status. 

In sum, I supported whatever measure of autonomy had 
been promised to the State within India with the proviso that 
on similar grounds autonomy to Jammu be conceded within 
the State. It is too late in the day to dismiss a discussion of 
the problems of a region as parochial or communal. Even if 
my non-communal and non-parochial credentials are not suffi¬ 
ciently established by now, the fact that out of sixteen lakhs 
of people inhabiting Jammu, about six lakhs are Muslims, sug¬ 
gests that Jammu’s personality can grow only at the cost of 
communalism. Likewise, recognition of genuine claims of 
Jammu can help in providing regionalism of the Valley with 
healthy and patriotic outlets. 

We have faced enough troubles in the country simply due 
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to our refusal to take a timely cognizance of a regional problem. 
The lessons in Jammu and Kashmir, too, are no less instructive. 
Referring to the problem, the Chief Minister G. M. Sadiq had 
rightly suggested that it should not be thrown under the carpet. 

I am also encouraged by the open-minded attitude taken bv 
Dr. Karan Singh. y 


* **!? this collection of articles on Jammu with the 
wilderness.' MS my ,0iCe WOuld b = m ° rc a cry i„ ^ 


June 15, 1966. Balraj Puri 

A-4, Model Town 
Delhi-9. 
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TRIUMPH OF THE SECULAR SPIRIT IN JAMMU 

Mind of Jammu was transfor¬ 
med more radically in a li^ e 
over three months—from the end 
of October, 1947 to the end of 
January, 1948 —than that of any 
other part of the country in a 
comparable period. Those Hm 
dus of Jammu who had opposec 
merger of a Hindu state to ti 
secular state of India soon i ou 
their illusions shattered > 
sudden collapse of all re ^ sla . 
to the tribal attack ° n aS . 
and the petitions of the a ' 1 
for help fro,,, the fndtpnj ^ 
It was an eye opener l der . 
to learn that the M llS l , jnor e 
ship of Kashmir °V jyjus- 
effective resistance to jna inly 
lim invaders and State’s 

instrumental in 1 ^ (W ithstan- 
accession to India j a mnla¬ 

ding communalists ° 

t jatruntt ^ere 

The Hindus of J fj A bdul- 
again shaken by among* 1 

lah’s physical P****, 7 , i«* 7 ' 
them on Novem e ^ jor 1 ie 
when he addresse far ,e 

first time. The tna ^ 0n ^ 
garded as an en ^ er y s ° u 
almost hypnotise /<?/' c 

his auSence W *»£ 

munal peace fool'd ^ 

the Hindu Dharmn. 
na and Gandhi- 
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Hindu communalism of Jam¬ 
mu was passing through such 
series of nerve shattering events 
when it was finally overtaken by 
the deadly impact of the assassi¬ 
nation of the father of the nation 
Meanwhile, the secular forces 
which were more aggressively 
anti-communal than their coun 
terparts in the Valley, continued 
them offensive and believed they 

had become triumphant. The 
offensive had started much ear 
her. 1 joined it actively JL 
I declared it j 0 be / v,len 
objective of my weekly * 
Kashmir Sansar, in it s Paper > 
editorial on June 27, jg^ Ural 

The story of the 

triumph of the secular ntl<al 
Jammu is unfolded i„ in 

article. How and why a 6 next 
and the body of comm, Sh ° st 
were revived and the ^ Wol f 
munal forces thrown t 
are revealed later “ s Oier C y 
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June 1949 


Triumph of the Secular Sp 


in Jammu 


soil of Jammu was 
independence, the P°l itica * lty and for commu- 
Before \ n f lovaltv to the r°y _ c f the Hindu 


, . - s Aments of loyalty to the r °y d 

ei lile for sen jammu was the strong e too, could not 
nalism. P°s s ' b ' y ou „,ry. Muslim intelUS®f 
Sabha in the «> “"J communal polit.es 
escape the 

Punjab. « from the urban 


’the neighbouring 


The p 


,easa 


,ntry 


remained 


largely cUt ° U ^ 
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politics. Muslim Gujjars and tenants of both communities were 
mostly loyal subjects of the Maharaja and the landlords. For 
the communalist urban middle class did not provide an anti- 
feudal and revolutionary leadership. Hindu and Muslim com- 
munalism in the towns, to which the politics was mainly con¬ 
fined, provoked and sustained each other in a vicious circle. 


In the Muslim majority area of Jammu across the Chenab, 
a part of which now comprises what is called Azad Kashmir, 

manv m h^tu 1PUtS an influe ntial group. They had fought 

Muslim R a eS ^ nder the Dc >gra rulers to build up the State, 
with the M'fi U andlords had thus some personal attachments 
“t rv!™ S-rau/non-communa,. But 

geous. In percentage of T' “ d “ C Uprigh ‘ and C ° Ura ‘ 
regions of the coumrv • P ° pulatlon > the region topped all 
in the second war Bum providin 6 recruitment to the army 
lutionary potential cm l u the influen ce of Punjab, its revo- 

have retained a secular character. 

Jammu defied Abdullah 

The political movement u 

under the leadership of Sh l hat started in the Valley in 1931 
that easily; partly heca ^hdullah could not sweep Jammu 

political gulf between T a 1SC * ts a nti-Dogra character. The 
t e cultural and geographU^ 3nd Kashmir became as wide as 

a gulf between them. 

Somehow Shp’vv* 

trust of even his Muslim ^ 11 !! 1 * 1 COuld not trust or retain the 

tional Co C f haUdhry Ghn ^Vtl gX1QS of JammU ‘ The im P ortant 
Khan 1 U ? rence n ot long afl ^ bbas Was the first to leave the Na " 

nurse a gJev ° f ^ Nad onal f ° rmed - Mian Ahmed Yat 

Afzal Be! Ce whe n the i C ° nfere nce Assembly party, did 

the M a h WaS nomin ated to e?Uty leader of the party ’ Mirza 
the leader Whe n Be„ represent the P arty on the cabine1 

en P,ed his earlie^ * leS ^ ne ^ on some issue, 

‘nsult by resigning from the party 
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and responding to the call of the Maharaja to be one of the 
two popular ministers. 

Among Muslim leaders, Chaudhry Mohammed Shaffee was 
able to extend an effective political base mainly among the Hin¬ 
dus of Jammu. But he and his band of workers functioned under 
a Congress committee and were organisationally independent 
of the Kashmir leaders of the National Conference. 

Pockets of secular politics 


However, two stalwarts of Jammu's politics, Raja Moham¬ 
mad Akbar Khan of Mirpur and ™waia Ghulam Qadir an cy 



of Poonch in the region across the 


—remained loyal to the National Conference, 
timely death of the leader of Mirpur created a v 


mu'"./ - m v i ut JLVJLlipm - - 

that was only filled by Pakistan forces in 194/. 
returned to India under exchance of prisoners 
is s till a hero of Poonch. He had represent* 
poonch estate against the Jammu Durbar anc 


himself with the local aspirations. 



Another pocket i n Jammu that slipped i 


of the National Conference was the Hin 11 organised 

A popular upsurge against a Hindu jagirdar ]ed by Gopal 
by the progressive section of the Hindu a the socialistic 
Dutt Mengi and Jyotshi Ram Krishan. In ? ie s later annexed 
and secular character of the movement, 1 
bv the National Conferee 
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attempt by secular forces considerably undermined the commu¬ 
nal politics. 

Apart from the pockets of inllucnce of the National 
Conference and the Congress committee, a significant section 
~ politics of Jammu was among the students. 

arrest in May’ 1946 Til ^ bCi " S af,er Sheikh AbduUah ’ S 
launched by him renv, 7‘ ng * e Quit Kashmir m0VC " 1C , nt 
two parties and sometim^ organ ‘ sa tionally independent of the 

was, however, much hi aCted 35 a bridgc bctwccn them ' 11 
militant in its oppos't'^ tban tbc two * n num ^ crs and more 
Prime Minister Ran! 'n t0 commun alism and monarchy. The 
the organised opposit' landcr Rak > who had crushed most of 
students a continuo,,, m the Sta tc, found in the Jammu 
S thorn in his flesh. 

The oldest political 

It was staunchly non-co °f Jammu was the Dogra Sabha. 
But largely remained' loIIT 111131 and had pro-Congress leanings. 

.. to dle Maharaja. 

Maharaja Hari Sin u 

the Constituent Assemblv Wh ° did not want his state to join 

andTb m t4 AUgUSt 194 ? was? 1946 and accede to the Indian 
d the Hindu Sabha j S . Su PP°rted by the Muslim Conference 

the i e z n a t d CbaUdhry Hamecd S lm Cisi ° n - The Muslim Conference 
™s a^f, d «Wed ? Kha "' later presided over 
dence a p 0 l iKl that he would himself take Up 

the Mah^aS °" ° f u f ? 3ttack on Kashmir’s mdepen- 

ever , Pandit p relu ctanc e e t0 Hindu S abha was not satisfied with 
thc Maharaja T ? ath Do g S. Cdc to the Indian Union. How- 
silenced them decidc the c ° m Promise resolution advising 

the secular f 0rr Daily *anbi r TT at an “ a PP r0 P nate , ^ 
Abdullah” anc i With the t ^ the cam paig n on be a ?. of 

CatCh the ponul ACCede to thp T n Sl ° 8an of “ Relea T Clkh 
“ ind ” «»nm u P „ im »Sin a , i0n India n Union". The did 

b » Govern"! f f »' a , at least of Hindus, isolating 
'""lent. «*.le. Bu( r was banned 
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TRIUMPH OF THE SECULAR SPIRIT IN JAMMU 


The riot wave that swept over the country on its partition 
soon engulfed Jammu also, reviving communalism in its most 
ghastly form. 

Perfect communal harmony in the Valley, Sheikh Abdullah s 
emergence as a saviour of Hindus and the national interests 
and the drama of Kashmir’s accession to India in Octobci 1 
shook the conscience and mind of every Hindu of Jammu. 
Gandhi’s assassination later seemed almost the pi over la as 
nail in the coffin of communalism in Jammu. The nuc CI 0 ' * 

students, Chenaini and Poonch movements, Nationa on c 
and Congress groups soon grouped together “ n forces 

partially fill the growing vacuum, created by ^ aftcr ^ 

of communalism. Muslim Conference disappear wll jj e 

exodus of bulk of vocal Muslims of Jammu to ar J5|_ 

Hindu Sabha was dissolved. It was a fi ne a 

communal forces*. , 

ith a desire to enable 

Encouraged by their success and wi hQUt any crutches, 
the people of Jammu stand on their legs ' v j aoroUS campaign 
the then leadership of Jammu started a demand was 

for the abdication of Maharaja Hari ^' nS p arnia ndal in March, 
endorsed by a large rally of workers at 
1949 

1949), the forces 

At the time of writing this piece ^ U ^ w> The hard won 
of communalism and reaction were ly in S craC y was still not 
victory of the forces of secularism and el \ move M/s. Om 
complete. The two leaders of the ab f r0 m the Nationa 

Prakash Saraf and Amarnath were expe j ca derlcssness in tie 
Conference, accentuating the problem 

party. ^ j5 an d 16, 1949) 

(Daily RANBIR, Jammu, JullC ’ 

„ llld not extend its 

- n nference t0 represent the 

*Thc reasons why the National Lon and Qt be g0 ne 

organisational net work to fill the entire tbat tim e 
essentially non-communal urges of J a 11111111 
into here. 
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The leaclerlessness of Jammu 
posed a serious threat to the in¬ 
tegrity of the State. Not that 
Jammu could not have a leader. 
None was acceptable to the lea¬ 
ders of Kashmir who alone mat¬ 
tered. The non-communal lea¬ 
dership of Jammu could earn 
them trust in hardly greater 

T leader. 

sh,p had done. J n faa e 

communal and anti-AA i * 

groups were disowned ° 

dily. Sweeping condemnor ^ 
Jammu as co mmun ^on of 

nonary by the top Natin \ 
ference leaders further C ° n ~ 
ped the local leaders ofn^ 
Reacting to this attj Va¬ 
ractor assassination ZIZ at Un¬ 
people, I S ai d i n _ T the whole 
™nt on October 1 Z^ st ^e- 
attempts to humili ^ 49 : “The 
characterising it J a>n, nu b 

reaction and * a <*,adel L 
extremely ro ltnUtl ali< ;n , 
absurd” {Daily Z hens ‘ble 

Kashmir Youth r Q ’ n »Ui J, 
which / Was the Z'^enee . 
nutted a mem P, 'esid e ,. t ‘ 1 

Gopalaswamy \ ^ 

Vnim , h ° S '> 
expressing lth o Ut "ten 

mutual distrust >lci o y° li °, 
°nd Kashmir et ^e en , *hat 
'°“ly tinned , '»">»■« 

h °* L*“ b '- 


Wqh- 


18 


LEADERLESSNESS OF JAMMU 


ted to isolate Kashmir and make 
it independent. 

My misgivings increased as 
the National Conference was no 
allowed to function m Jammu. 

Com n u,,eea,,er 

nominated and 
Sheikh Abdullah would / f mu 
discuss the problems of ^ ^ 
which he had entius 
second in command, 

Ghulam Mohammad, ^ 

turn, would often ief RaiMt 
his special f icer ’ e v iceroy of 
nick «‘ m f aS ' lca , leadership 
Jammu. The p aspire 

of the province could o/ 

,o the level of to 

Kashmir leadership. 

In the following a1 e ’ n oV er 
pressed my grave c bet ween 
the growing ban ^ by 
Jammu and K f !"l e ’ ve d that the 

me in 1950. J united by ralS ~ 
process could be > s leader- 

ing the level of {on UH that 

ship and harmonising 

of Kashmir. 
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March 1950 


From Sheikh Ab I ea derlessness of 

of Kashmir seems woS* to S e 

complain J ammu doe, ° Ve r th« Lal Saraf, every Ie acl e , 

Someh'? 3 ' ,ro * re “ive"°‘ c °»for m I ' robl ™ ° f JammU ' T hej 
Somebody remarked t W m ° Ve m Pr ,? and does not coo P e rat e 

« take , 00,3 in the ,h the Q c a „„ ot grow in Jan^ 
•*. of the v >ew that j a l en soi. r Plant of secularism Co , 
l-tng India. a*-®, Jammu. The Cher £ 

s heik h d * m the way of Kash mi 
Abd ullah has said th 
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LEADERLESSNESS OF JAMMU 


Jammu is his headache. 


Jammu — scapegoat 

Why is Jammu a headache? Is it really as bad as the bad 
name it has acquired? Or is it for a search ° that i{> 

Kashmir leaders are giving a bad name to ^ Kashmir 

God forbid, they do not fully succeedh 1 B nsibiUty 

problem, they have a scapegoat and can ^ ^ popu]ar 

and blame to somebody else. O , cou ld be condemn- 

discontent in Kashmir, “reactionary Janin 

ed for that. 

I damage has been 
By thus defaming Jammu, how mu . movemen t? 

done to the National Conference an reactionary forces at 

How far the attempts to revive th ® dy ® d? These are our 
the cost of progressive forces wouk ‘ r£ U capab le of dealing with 
problems. The people of Jammu and autocra cy. 

the supporters of communahsm, react 

• I aders have endeavou- 
But by defaming Jammu, Kashmir e ^ a barrier higher 
red to build up between Jammu and ‘ wea knesses and 

than‘°Pir Panchal. They wan. "^essive “ <he 

blunders by divid.ng the peoples and P 

,wo provinces. hatred be,ween 

, e . us realise that misunderstand'-* g lheir struggle 
T Le Kashmir will ruin both. isted on calling 

, r m “ autocracy, Kashmir leaders of en ^ , hey alienated 
ff‘ nst - a Har Singh’s rule as Dogra rule- ‘ me n, in Jammu 

Maharaja Hm 1 ^ ^ o( poliuc- ^ then ed. The mts- 

waT.heU checked and reaction so 

understandings - “u ise d » ^ of the community 

Z; y r ire of the ruling family but 
living in Jammu. 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 

Let not the Dogras repeat the same mistake. Let them not 
engage themselves in any movement without the help of Kash¬ 
miri people or against them. Today anybody who thinks in 
terms o is province or community is an enemy of his own 

thfTnresenM commanity - If ever we feel like getting rid of 

Kashmir might mnUrTrid'°?™ ent ’ who lcn0 ' VS people ot 
if we do not try to ma f * hem even sooner - In that ev ent, 
leaders to subjugate them for ^ alHeS ’ ^ ^ ^ 

Dogras distrusted 

Who is threatening tl • 

interests are endangered h mtegrity of the State today? Whose 
How to maintain coord’ - he Unity of Do S ras and Kash miris? 
workers of the two r> lnat *on between them and the political 

provinces? 

Sheikh Abdullah h 

Jammu also acclaims h\ led the Va] ley for years. Today ( 1950 ^ 

!]“ ! eader of the whole si But why is he diffident to become 
the leader of J ammu Does he consider himsel{ tQ ™ 

While condemnin t ^ h ® trUSt the pC ° ple ° f Janimu ? 

He s'aW 9 ’-?* 1''"“®'. Sheivi, COn ' rn,lnalis,s of Jammu Aum, 
an independent n'° Pl<! aince^'lf"’' 11 challcng ' d Ja ">h- 

on nt Hoom ^ ere ly desirp tn senarate and est^u 


indeed™ *££*** Chal,e " SCd emi ? Ja ">" 
on behalf Q f hr D ,° gra t>esh ? deSire t0 se P ai ; ate and esta bli 
separation” (t,^ lniil 'is ’ would say with full author 

tallcs addeuf 1 t ley wouId not at a ° mind t! 
The irony 0 p t . 

State does not Con ^ SitUa tio n • 

can speak only * S J der hi m Jf‘ s that the common leader 0 f , 
independent L 0o be,lci lf of J to dlc leader of Jammu, 
expressed their ^ P>es b? 15°^". But who has demand 
are ^ere any of c °* many people have so f ar 0p 

Leadership „ . ^ *">*,****> 1 

P ln Ja «nmu 1U vv h°m he trusts? 

A Str °" 6 '^rship . 

r In J 

a ‘hniu is the best guarantee of 
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LEADERLESSNESS of JAMMU 

stents- x - “ STS 

no, he or on his beh^High ^ 
prevented the growth of leadersh.p m Jf™ n , he way „,e 
a worse insult of the elections and the elec conducted? 

National Conference organisational elect -o leaders them _ 

But what was the fate of the leaders tha ‘ * were not to lera- 
selves thus imposed on Jammu? Why e ' j udon of a local leader- 
ted? If lie is unwilling to permit the not trus t its people, 

ship in Jammu democratically as he do ^ ^ Sheikh Ab dul- 
I am in a position to make the following 
lah : 

Jammu who should be 
Please nominate a leader fron , shoU id have as high a 
consulted for Jammu affairs, aI1 odier than him), 
status as any Kashmiri leader t 

Her This might not be a 
We would try to rally round such a lea ^ ndenlOC ratic system, if 
democratic way. But in the presen ble an d the integrity 
Sheikh Abdullah’s leadership is indlS .P the m ost feasible way to 
of the State is to be maintained, thlS , lS Janim u. 
defend the self-respect and honour o • ^ ^ support 

I have no doubt that the P c °!f s £ikh Abdullah considers 
my offer; so that we may know t p If not, we s la 
anybody in Jammu worthy of his r 

think ol other means. established in Jammu, 

It is only after a strong leadership j r d ignity but would 
, u biruii 0 : n tain u . , t he people of 

that its people would not only nia ]at ions wlth F 
also be able to strengthen their re ‘ 

Kashmir ’ „ March 23, 1950) 

(DESfl SEWAK Weekiy» 
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7 was never an admirer of 
Sheikh Abdullah s Jammu 
policy. It was informed with 
ignorance and self-righteous, 
ness. In fact we did not see 


eye 10 eye with each other when 
he was in power. But that 
was no justification for l ac k of 
proper appreciation of his pos 
tion in Kashmir pol i tic > 
therefore pleaded with the pe ‘ 
Pie of Jammu not to l OSp 
sense of balance and be P Z ° 
ted by the utterances s°Z 
Abdullah when he was 
for a short span 0 f a} 6ased 
days in 1958. / ' h ° llt *00 

to be more just to iTm^i ‘ hem 
was to them. Ulan he 


U has been my Prn 
lege to give even Z°\l* Mvi ' 
palatable advice to , m ° st Un- 
in Jammu. Wf ,e Pe 0ple 
agreed with me J they 
have often been 0 Hot > they 
their respect and an*** 01 ** in 

aBec "on Z 


, 0n "* Pmicuia, 
Jammu respond/' 

Having seen the 
°f its rash 


° CC <Wo„, 
beh ayiot,r q " f, «es 


'~or ki £Z Ur « j%‘ 

sor regi me j* ° f the Vj J53 

- zzz %*- 
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complication to the Kashmir 
politics. Though my operative 
suggestion of inviting Sheikh 
Abdullah to Jammu did not 
materialise, I am happy to record 
that in the first quarter of 1958 
Jammu lived up to my expecta¬ 
tions in the standard of fairness 
and responsibility that it was 
able to maintain. 
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February 1958 


I 


Sheikh Abd U »» h and Jammu 

Abdnii,fu? ^ a Ppv t n . ,-v reaction to Sheikh 

•'aS* 8 J*i £***«« “ 1- b “” res ‘ 

pleasure > £ ans People disapproval and dis- 

c °unted in T Ut P r essr en ‘ d expreSS ,.^ speeches are more dis- 
Nation **m U th. ? 0rts °f Sheikh a lso a better appre- 

People ' h ,b> o a "'» Delhi. Jf“” sphere is no dearth of 
hin b conoid am nju, Vul Kashmiri masses- differences with 

ns,ne r h , who, de ite ,heir They realize that 

S0Ut ee of hope for 
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a campaign of haired and provocation can further complicate the 
matter. I am particularly impressed by the sense of lcsponsibi- 
lity and sobriety displayed by the Praja Parishad leaders. Their 
only apprehension was that the National Conference might so 
excite popular sentiments that they might have to fall m me. 


Bitter and blunt advice 


I am convinced that Jammu has m * nta ' n h coun try. That 
is willing to listen to anything that is good for Jammu > s 

encourages me to write the following lines on and bitter 

duty today. I have no doubt that even my ion For the 
views would receive due consideration and a 
people know me and my intentions. 


. # aC t at least m pri- 
No citizen of Jammu would refute tn thc ’ most influential 
vatc conversation, that Sheikh Abdullah is ^ prcS ent atmos- 
lcadcr of Kashmir. In fact he has not cause whether thc Kash- 
phere in Kashmir. He merely represents m ^ reC ognised that 
miri sentiments arc good or bad, the fact jf we arc not 

their authentic spokesman is Sheikh A 11 f ro m j n dia for 

determined to alienate the people of K f s cter of their senti- 
ever, let us try to understand the rea c ‘ healthy outlets, 
ments and then try to help them in gc 1 


Kashmiri patriotism geographical posi- 

Hkt • . for ces of the last few centuries, S of Kashmiri 

tion and recent politics conspired to deV ®'° P La l Nehru playe an 
patriotism in the Valley. Pandit Jawahar ^ this sense. H 
important role in maintaining and encou ^ cnl0 tional 
often stressed his own Kashmiri origin to 

with the people- be a better 

t, i ns felt that Kashmiri patriotism ea i of Pakistan 
He perhaps re a nd app Kashmir 

hnhx/ov-i • c f Muslim Communalism position, 

bulwark against ivi definitional P t j ie rest of 

t i, on t j- T Besides its constuuL 1 from U1 

than India’s name. . isolate 

was also kept culturally and politically 
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the country. Even now, Indo-Kashmir relations and friendship 
are mentioned as if Kashmir was a separate country. 


mutuant ^ fSt rcacdoa aga ‘ nst Kashmirism was in Jammu. The 
sion thaHed°tn P ti? V0 t dlvergcnt trends on the issue of acccs- 
and limited accession" ° rtUnate COntrovers y of thc 50 called fu " 


Expectations from Abdullah 

Delhi agreement was nn( • • 

Jammu. But Kashmir’s r 1 accc P tablc t0 the ma J orit y of 
the centre are even toda h SCnt const itution and its relations with 
ing him in detention with 0 ° U tbat agreement. After keep- 
persecuting his followers ^ tnal for four and a baIf years and 
cept thc same agreement WC , arC askin S Sheikh Abdullah to ac- 
accept them in 1953? 2nd tbc c onstitution. Why did not wc 


^ Sheikh Abdullah b ' 

he means to criticise the”" 55 in . the question of accession when 
against India when he ^° nstit ution or when he complains 
a shi or of New Delhi h ! Ssatis fied with the Government 0 ] 

lovMf > t0 make a ecess; 1S t0 be bla med no more than those 
loyalty to the government^ “ fu Uer” and those who make 

Whatever may be C ° Untry Synonym ° US - 

cession, it is impo r t ant wi th Sheikh Abdullah’s views or 

" n ° w why he holds them. 

5 llC \X/ On • 


nc noiUb tnwx*. 

As long as he Was • 

sion and in fact deri 111 P°Wer u r t1 

ratify it. But the th at t ! he ofrercd to finalise the ac, 

the Kashmir leader anthem ^ Constituent Assembly wc 
would not be final ! * listed ,5 India a11 dong COntradi< 
They also moin+n- the decision of the Assen 


would not be final 7 listed *. lndia a11 cururaai 

They also maintained^ w °Uld K lat tbe decision of the Assen 
they had not accept , that as * ^ furt her ratified by the p ec 

PH that was endorsed belonged to the p e , 

b y the Ja Ha ri Singh’s offer of acce< 
Popular leader. 
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Popular leader 

Krishna Mcnon led a basic transformation in India s official 
Kashmir policy. According to the new line, Maharaja Hari 
Singh acceded to India in exercise of his constitutional power 
while Constituent Assembly led by Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad 
ratified it. In this version people and Sheikh Abdullah do not 
figure. Do we want to maintain that the Assembly became re¬ 
presentative and authorised the moment its leadership was chan¬ 
ged? Should Sheikh Abdullah accept the new version of acces¬ 
sion by the Maharaja and the Bakshi simply because he had been 
kept in jail? If it had to be accepted, why did Pandit Nehru use 
to rebuke the Praja Parishad for demanding more or less the 
same before Abdullah’s arrest? 

Enquiry into 1953 events 

Before demanding proofs of Abdullah s loyalty let us con 
sider his demand for an enquiry into the events of 1953. 
claims he never betrayed India and never demanded in epen 
dencc. If he can really prove as he says, that he did not wan 
secession in 1953, it would be easier for him to play the roe 
of a patriot. 

Likewise, Jammu must also strongly support Ins demand 
for an enquiry into thi circumstances of Dr. Shyama ‘ 
Mukerjce’s death. For the mystery around this mattci macc 
mean contribution in complicating the matters. 

1 am not unaware of the lapses on the pait of Ab. ^ 
My purpose is not to exonerate him. I merely want o ^ 
Jammu of its historic duty which it must perform trrcspcc 
all his virtues and vices. 

Indian rulers and separatist elements in the Va 
often sought to justify themselves by defaming Jammu. he]p 

therefore be more cautious in its reactions and s iou 
others in passing the responsibility of their failure on to 1 • 
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Jammu’s role 


The people of Jammu must not lose their balance. Instead 
o angry and provocative reactions, they must try to befriend 
teir as min brethren with love and sympathy. Local and 
central rulers have committ.d ™ , , 

Kashmir. There is no Ztt Y CXCeSSeS ° n the pe ° P ' e ° f 

For we should endeavour to Patn ° tlSm . than to °PP ose them ‘ 
being diverted to anti Indi u™™ 1 antl -g° vernment sentiment 
Kashmiri leaders that as t channels - Let Jammu assure the 
against the governments in n 8 ,J - S their movement is directed 
describe it as a movement • * and Kashmir anc j they <jo not 

against India, they would get support. 

In order to divert the 

mir in similar directions it ' PU ar stru Sgl e in Jammu and Kash- 
ciate the real sentiments of S necessar y f° r their leaders to appre- 
I have better claim on th ^ peopIe of tIle ot her region. As 
take the initiative, i proD 1C peo P le of Jammu, I expect them to 
of Jammu should invite cm? dlat t ^ ie rc P resen tatives of all parties 
explain his true position. Abdullah to visit Jammu and 

Such an invitation do. 

views Whether 0r not h?" 01 any agreement with his 

say in Jammu it Ccc P ts the invitation and whatever 
Jammu cannot be co„, e ' rt ^ w °“U not do any harm . After all 
. . a ?amst accession to India. 

people of Kashmir W ° Uld als o b 

Of Jommu, .hey WthoM n* ° f S 0 ° dwi " to »ho 

y Ca nnot b e b ° ut bringing them nearer to those 

8ht nearer to the rest of India. 
Jammu, February 7, 1958) 
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ORIGIN and GROWTH OF PRAIA PAR1SHAD 


Prcijci Pari shad has been the 
principal opposition party of 
Jammu and the most vocal ins¬ 
trument of its protest. Till re¬ 
cently it had a special status 
within the organisation of the 
Jana Sangh, by having a sepa¬ 
rate flag, a separate president 
and a separate constitution. It 
became a regular branch of the 
all India party in 1964. 


The area of influence of the 
Sangh is confined to a few le¬ 
gions, classes and castes. ta 

ZongMnslims, SMS mulja,^ 

iems—who constitute about OU 
per cent o, Jammu's , 

among wban ? /, e 

Sangh has to share a P ^ ^ 

following wlt J r r ' (i e ft Comnui- 
Congress, DhiC <M 

nists) and P-S ‘ ■ 

, c H was Praia 

Nevertheless be CQnsi _ 

Parishad th f ™ hent ic voice of 
dered mote ■ 0 f the follow- 
Jamrnu. ThC ‘fTfm Parishad 
ing note is w t he polt- 

owed its imP 0 ' j, aS ft f niri leaders, 
des ol „ in Kashmir 

Were these ele '. a tely streng- 
interested m had and thus 

thening the 


31 




JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


Jammu’s role 


The people of Jammu must not lose their balance. Instead 
of angry and provocative reactions, they must try to befriend 
their Kashmiri brethren with love and sympathy. Local and 
central rulers have committed many excesses on the people of 
Kashmir. There is no better patriotism than to oppose them. 
For we should endeavour to prevent anti-government sentiment 
being diverted to anti-India channels. Let Jammu assure the 
ashmin leaders that as long as their movement is directed 
against the governments in Delhi and Kashmir and they do not 
e it as a movement against India, they would get support. 


mir in sin iW h P ° pular stru SS lc in Jammu and Kash- 

ciate the real d . ° nS ’ 11 ls necessar y for their leaders to appre- 
I havl bette I “ ,° f ^ PCOple ° f the other region. As 

Jammu > 1 expect them to 

Of Jammu should invite Sheikh ° f aH paftieS 

explain his true position. AMuUah to visit Jammu and 


Such an invitation does not ; m „i„ 
views. Whether or nm 1 mpy an y agreement with his 

* zz* rx^r ita,io ; and “ 

,amm „ b ' against toLia.^'" ^ 

The invitation would aKn 

people of Kashmir. And without k SeStUFC ° f goodwill to the 

of Jammu, they cannot be brought nT 8 *" 8 thCm nearcr t0 thosc 

t nearer to the rest of India. 


(SACH, Jammu, February 7, 1958) 
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ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF PRAIA PARISHAD 


Prajci Parishad has been the 
principal opposition party of 
Jammu and the most vocal ins¬ 
trument of its protest. Till re¬ 
cently it had a special status 
within the organisation of the 
Jana Sangh, by having a sepa¬ 
rate flag, a separate president 
and a separate constitution. It 
became a regular branch of the 
all India party in 1964. 

The area of influence of the 
Sangh is confined to a few re¬ 
gions, classes and. castes. It has 
obvious difficulties in extending 
its activities to the Valley and 
among Muslims, Sikhs and Hari- 
fans—who constitute about 60 
per cent of Jammu's population 
—and the peasantry. Even 
among urban caste Hindus, 
Sangh has to share a part of the 
following with parties like the 
Congress, DNC (left Commu¬ 
nists) and P.S.P. 

Nevertheless it was Praja 
Parishad that came to be consi¬ 
dered more authentic voice of 
Jammu. The thesis of the follow¬ 
ing note is that the Parishad 
owed its importance to the poli¬ 
cies of the Kashmiri leaders. 
Were these elements in Kashmir 
interested in deliberately streng¬ 
thening the Parishad and thus 
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building it up as a barrier bet¬ 
ween the Valley and the rest of 
India? Did the Parishad be- 
c °me an instrument (perhaps un- 
'nationally) of such anti-India 

elements? 
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Origin and Growth of l >ra J a Parlshad 

, t ] ie initiative in 
the Jana Sangh did not tak gfoWth of the 
® be corrt > tQ j am mu. The origi j t was essen- 

extending its influen , diie to local cause • nationalism 

Praja Parishad were t J sive tren ds in pol itically ignored 

dally a reaction to the a- & region which fe lt poi* 

of Kashmir and & P r ° 

and condemned. aroup of 1,15811:16111 

The Prai0 F— " f - d ^ “ 8 
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R.S.S. workers. Even when the R.S.S. later came to dominate 
the party due to its superior organisation, its basic appeal was 
not due to communalism but to regional nationalism. 

Parishad imposed on Jammu 


There is much truth in the statement that Praja Parishad 
was thrust upon Jammu and the present leadership of the Parishad 

nrestiae to '\b Nath . P° sra ’ whose leadership adds 

a . if i i P ' d . n . ot I 0 * 0 it till 1949. It is reported 

a retired ^ife ^Tl ’ r ° m ^ ai *’ t0 glve Up active politics and lead 
alongwith four *** ^ ** ^ 

1948. The number of arrests ofrerel'r 1 ^ itS ^ aSitati ° n “ 

scores. But by securing the release f l ^ CXCeed tW ° ^ ^ 

tation, it got its first encouragement a ^ leaderS thr ° Ugh ^ 3gi ‘ 

again arrested and the Parishad A yC3r later the leaders were 

lease. This agitation, too, fizzled^^ ‘ tS a & itation for their re ‘ 

organisation tendered a written ° Ut 3nd the president of the 

leased at the intervention of Pan P rm°x y - But the leaderS were re- 

then Jana Sangh President. ThiTtV * Vlauli Chander Sharma > tlie 

the hoisting of the party fl a „ P 1 lrd 0c casion for agitation was 

Jammu College to which som ^ ^ adona l Conference at the 

Vindictive punishments to the ct ^ Udents had taken objection. 

t e situation by the police created eiU . S and tactless handling of 

rnment ound a justification f 0r 3 s ’ tUat ion in which the Gov- 

e raja Parishad who were l 3rresdn g the prominent leaders 

leased on the reported 
ter without portfolio. "V 'yen gMj t „ e , hen U|lion Minis . 

On all these occasions m 
apparent cause. Anri arrest* 

Conference leaders ton Wh " e «»e J Were made wlthout any 
themselves with the p PUrsuad e the .f 0rtS of the ,ocal Natlonal 
released either after • Paris had rfested leaders to dissociate 

tion, each time without* 8 * 31 ' 011 o r condemned ’ they were 
Parishad to build un * , 3ny co ndit . nr ° u §h an outside interven- 
P a leade ^hi p ^° n ; This helped the Praja 
hs own prestige. 
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Political vacuum 


Jammu policy of Kashmiri leaders seems to have been 
marked by an attitude of suspicion. Not only non-National 
Conference leaders were suspected, they would not trust even 
their Jammu colleagues and allow the affairs of the organisation 
to run democratically. At one time the National Conference 
in Jammu city remained suspended for about one year. 


It was in this atmosphere of political vacuum in Jammu 
that first general elections were held. The wholesale rejection 
of the nomination papers of the Praja Parishad candidates, 
allegedly in a pre-planned way, and the manner of the selection 
of the National Conference candidates, particularly from Jammu 
city, provided a further provocation to the people of Jammu. 
The resentment that was accumulating in Jammu due to numer¬ 
ous other reasons as well could get only one outlet in the form 
°f the Praia Parishad when the National Conference had dc 
made ineffective in Jammu by its own leaders for one reason or 
the other. 


It was at this stage that regional nationalism of Nuggar and 
Kashmir entered into a vicious partnership of promoting 
°ther through mutual conflict. 


(Bimonthly 


KASHMIR AFFAIRS, Delhi, No. 3, 

January-February, 196 ) 
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On August 9 y 1953, there 

occurred, an explosion in the 
politics of the State , essentially 
as a logical culmination of acce - 
lerated tempo of Jammu-Kash- 
mir tension which eventually 
took the form of a tension bet - 
ween Kashmir and the rest of 
India. I and my colleagues had 
cned hoarse about this predict - 
able and avoidable development 
In representations to Mr. Nehru 

and other Indian leader, , 
numerous statements and ^ 

i"gs we highlighted the e L 
potentialities of J a ,„„ /;/o ' r,Ve 

Jammu problem. 

Gurcharan Singh ni . 
in early 1953 (in rf haUa Wrote 
“onai Conference : 

Panshad represent ur'* Pra i a 
aggressive l 0Ca l , lnf Se \°f the 
Kashmir and Jammu ° nal,5,ns of 
The outbursts of J eSpectiv ely. 
p lders gainst j* Kas hmi r i 

p '-aja Panshad hei 

T: 

kJZuh „ °f w a "d t', Shad 

Shm Ab d y sm o ,fe 

n<» «, utf ’Z '* W t h 

apparently Qn v ° Pole, r °- 

o,„ P , ot , 

cd in his t 1 ^ar Q f . 

h,s Agii 
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EXPLOSIVE POTENTIALITIES OF JAMMU PROBLEM- 

tion’, in early 1953, that Kash¬ 
miri leaders had a vested interest 
in the agitation that Praja Pari- 
sliad had launched in Jammu. 
For it helps them to consolidate 
their following in the Valley. It 
also provided an excuse or justi¬ 
fication for the separatist tenden¬ 
cies of some of them. 


We repeatedly pleaded for 
“autonomy of the State within 
India and of Jammu within the 
State” so that aspirations of 
Jammu as well as of Kashmir 
were equally satisfied. 


That w e were not mere l ammli 

patriots >vas also indicated by 
reaction to the dismissal 

Zd arrest of Sheikh Abdullah in 
A must 1953 and what followed. 
Ze condemned the action as un- 
i „ncratic, short sighted and 
cl . .... The decade that fol- 
[ a r ol md us in the vanguard 

! defence of Kashmiri aspira- 
°! Lainst Indian chauvinism. 

t ,onS legitimate Dogra and 
F°' . urges were mere two 
KaSl 0 t the same coin. The 
SU p S ,ving article, written in 1961, 
1° ° eS Jammu problem in the 

d JerspS ive of Post-Abdullah de¬ 
cade- 
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Explosive Potential- • „ n 

enl ialiti es of JamfflU problem 

Can we speak of a Jamn,„ n 

to what is known as the Ka l ° 6ie "'? How far it * relcvant 
Politics of the State? hm,r Problem and to the internal 

By now it has become • 

solved either by dismissing it V1 0 d r Cnt that , he prob lem cannot be 
Praia P ar i shad (now ma '«„ 8 Lse who ra,e «. 

San Eh) has been joined by the 
38 






EXPLOSIVE POTENTIALITIES OF JAMMU PROBLEM 


Communists in complaining that Jammu is not being treated 
fairly. It would, however, be rather far fetched to credit either 
of them with the responsibility of creating the entire discontent 
of Jammu. When the Kashmiri colleagues of the latter chided 
them for degenerating into a narrow and regional politics, their 
only defence was reported to be that they wanted to survive. 
Politicians, in fact, rarely create a trend. They often merely 
try to make use of it. Of course, some do it less scrupulously 
than others while most of them can also accentuate or channe¬ 
lise a given sentiment. 

Crux of problem 

Any political worker of Jammu can give you a long 
catalogue of grievances of his province in various fields, ad¬ 
ministrative, developmental and political. But the late 
pr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, who brought Jammu to the poli¬ 
tical map of India, hit at the heart of the problem when he des¬ 
cribed it as psychological. 

A psychological problem need not entirely be due to tangi¬ 
ble causes. Nor can it always be solved through material con¬ 
cessions. In material terms, Jammu is possibly better off 
than it was under any previous regime. Relatively also Jammu’s 
share in the prosperity achieved by the State in recent years 
j s not much less than that of the Valley. In forests and 
transport—the core of the expanding economy—Jammu perhaps 
fares better. While industrial estates of Jammu are buzzing 
^yith activity, in the Valley they remain unoccupied. The 
contractor and trader of Jammu, too, are not worse off. 

piscrimination 

But none of the above facts is an answer to the charge that 
jn official policies, assistance to economic development or recruit¬ 
ments and promotions in the administration, Jammu is being 
discriminated against. To take the charge too literally will be 
to credit the present rulers of the State with an element of 
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idealism-however narrow-of advancing the interests of their 
r , e °;° t n - osslb y . considerations of power and nepotism also 
dictate their decisions It is conceivable that on these con¬ 
siderations alone, a region nviv 1 „ 

But if Jammu does c et m ZJ Lu f ^ ° ° then 

job holders, under the present f ’ ° SC intCreStS th * " eW 
Opposition which is fightin« for l-' P ’ f” serve - that of the 
There cannot be any illusion u J ° bS ° r the rulmg P art y ? 
people can feel agitated about tjff ^ anSWer ' StH1 the 
and positions, it is due to th ^ Share ° f JammU in the i obs 
in it. It is fairly obvious that ? Sychol °S ical satisfaction implied 
than of material wealth. ' ammu is hungry more of power 

Loss of power 


The contrast between tw 

when a member of it wielded ° , S tUat ' ons of a community_ 

State and when none of its 3 Sc4ute powers over the entire 
the system of power—j s too ff ers bas an effective share in 
psychological value, if ^ g ar n § to be dismissed as of no 
added sentimental force to thf I *'^ asbrn iri origin of the ruler 
a corresponding but op posit " e Po'Uical movement o[ Kashmir 

m,' out - The Quit Kashmir ]f aCt 0n ,ammu c0llld not be 
eman of abrogati on , [ .. ovem cnt, by basing itself on 
pp reabie to Kashmir alone ' h ' ^Asar Treaty which was 

ngh ‘ “ r " ,e J “™«. ’ conceded the MaharaTa“s 


intplierll, ar lfeaty W11Ch Was 

H Iec *ly conceded the Maharaja’s 

This character of k , 
justification f or it „ astl miri m 0 , m 

Dogra intellectuals ‘“"■iSb'"™ ll^'V' ' he 

democracy in Jammu T hT engaged „ T I” ,h ' 
and made an effect!™ That a Strom, <heir 0Wn fl 8 ht foi 
a remarkable tribute J®"'*™*,, to ?,“ C ' eU ’°' them did exist 
conviction. This ttleir ideoln • he P olitics of Jammu, i £ 
network of the National^Panf!, C ’ arity and C0Urage ol 
on a mass basis C ° nfe ren C e ^ after 1947 ’ to for m c 

What was the sh ° r 8 a "iaation in the pro, incs 

ne S lar C of 

a mm u : n 

n Power after its transfer' 
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The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
by what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 
criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the governmental change-over of 1953, Jammu’s 

share in power_in the ruling organisation and government— 

did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 
representation in Parliament and the cabinet, if Jammu still 
remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 
power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

New frustrations 

Firstly quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
cit y and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, in the new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

Thirdly gradually the new local power holders, as the 
situation turned out to be, tended to become more a source of 
corruption and patronage than prestige and inspiration. 
Finally the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi- 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense of 
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idealism—however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
region. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
dictate their decisions. It is conceivable that on these con¬ 
s' ^ ratioas a ' one > a region may get a better share than the other. 

u i ammu does get more jobs, whose interests the new 
jo o ers, under the present set up, will serve—that of the 
pposi ion which is fighting for their jobs or the ruling party? 

looTe , 6 ^ illusion ab om ^e answer. -If still ^ 

„ , P . n ee ! agltated about the share of Jammu in the jobs 

in it. iViTf’airivob 116 ^ the P s y cho, °g ical satisfaction implied 
than of material wealth . 1 ' 8 ^ JammU ‘ S himSry m ° re ° f P ° Wer 

Loss of power 

when a memb^oMt^^ tW0 situations of a COI "munity— 
State and when non ™ Ielded absolute powers over the enti re 
the system of poweiL? ltS members has an effective share j n 

psychological value, if !°° glarin § t0 be dlsmlSSe ^ as of no 
added sentimental fn the non ‘Kashmiri origin o the rul er 
a corresponding but ^ to . tbe political movement of Kashmi r 
ruled out. The o. -.^P 05116 impact on Jammu could no t 
the demand of a hr * . asbir >ir movement, by basing itself 0 

applicable to Kashm^^ 0 " ° f the Amritsar Treaty *as 

right to rule Jamrm/ 1 ° ne ’ ’ m Pii e dly conceded the Mahar a j a , s 
This charactp 

justification for % ° f Ka shmiri movement-whatever be t , 

Dogra intellectuals wl Created for midable difficulties f 0r 
democracy in j^^re engaged in their own fig ht * 

and made an effective That a stron S nucleUS ° f ^ e *ist 
a remarkable tribute t ? tribution to the politics of Ja nini 
conviction. This * ° their ideological clarity and cou ra g e 
network 0 f the NatS expanded, after 1947 to fo * 

on a mass basis. ‘ Conference organisation > n ie P r ovi, 1Ce 

What was the ,i 

l£Uc of Jammu in power after its tr ans ^ 
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The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of' the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 


The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
b what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That V gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 
criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 


the governmental change-over of 1953, Jammu’s 
. ter er _lj n the ruling organisation and government— 

share in p ov ^-j lgre has been widest dispersal of power since 
did increase. j ca i termS- Far off regions of Jammu got 
then in ge°S p ar hament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 

representation _ j t was not so much about quantum of 

remained is ,. an d t h e manner of its distribution, 
power as its q ua,uy 


New frustrations 

titatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
Firstly, 9 ua pi S trict, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
city and Jamm u has not increased adequately, 
centres of protest, 

the new set up there was so much concen- 
Secondly, functions and decision making in a single 
tration of P° we dispersal of power became less real, 
person that the 

dually the new local power holders, as the 
Thirdly. ® r ^ ut to be, tended to become more a source of 
situation turned ° p atronag e than prestige and inspiration, 
corruption an ceSS of “buying over” of many leading opposi- 
Finally, the P r ° t he ruling party further created a sense of 
tion workers »y 
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idealism however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
region. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
dictate their dec,sums. It is conceivable that on these con- 
iderations alone a region may get a better share than the other. 

job holders, under ,he° pr^nt set no tT "" ‘ he nW 

Opposition which is ii.hdne for the • h “TT" ot 

There cannot be any° illusion about the" answer TlniT ’ 
people can feel agitated nhrmt m u nsvver. If still the 

and positions, it is due to the C ® h * re . of Jammu in the jobs 
in it. It is fairly obvious tint ° satisfaction implied 

than of material wealth J mmu is hungry more of power 

Loss of power 

The contrast between * 

when a member of it w ieldeT° Slblatlons of a community— 
State and when none of its m & n° Ut ? ^ owers over the entire 
the system of power—i s t o n ^ m . ers 3S an e ^ ect ive share in 
psychological value, if thp & anag to be dismissed as of no 
added sentimental f orce to , origin of the ruler 

a corresponding but opp osit . it “ ' Cal mt) «ment of Kashmir, 
ruled out. The Qu i, Kashmir „T ,ammu ““'<1 -ot be 
the demand of abrog a ,i„ n of TlmT ^ baSi "« ilse,f °” 

appheable to Kashmir alone mdiedT Treaty "'hich 
right to rule Jammu. 'mpliedly conceded the Maharaja's 

This character 0 f Keen 

justification for j t „ stlrnin movement—. W hnt» 

Dogra intellectuals ~ C ' ea,c ‘ 1 f o™idable dil*T, , 
democracy in Jammu tT enga S ed in their Own *°L 
and made an effective bat a s,ron g nucleus of th ?1 f ° r 

a remarkable tribute to ” h '“ b " ,i « '« the politics T, “ eX ' S ' 
conviclion. This T, ,r id «>logieal clarity T amn1 “’ “ 
network of the NatiJ™*® expanded, after J,'™ 8 ' 
on a mass basis. Conference organisati • t0 form a 

° 0n In the province 

What was the 

hare of Jammu i„ powcr . 

r after its transfer? 
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The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
by what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 

criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the governmental change-over of 1953, Jammu s 
share in power—in the ruling organisation and government 
did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 

representation in Parliament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 

remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 

power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

New frustrations 

Firstly, quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
city and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most voca 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, i n the new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

Thirdly, gradually the new local power holders, as the 
situation turned out to be, tended to become more a source o 
corruption and patronage than prestige and inspiration. 
Finally, the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense ot 
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idealism however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
region. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
sider r ^ dec ' s i° ns - It is conceivable that on these con- 
B ut V°j S U ° ne ’ a re §' on may get a better share than the other, 
iob hoido 11111111 d ° eS ^ et more j°bs, whose interests the new 

Opposition^wWch^is^oht^ 86 ? SC h UP ’ WiU serve “ that of the 

There cannot 1 hghting for their jobs or the ruling party? 
People can L, !„•!? , illusion about the answer. • If still the 
and positions E it d ° ltate ^ about tbe share of Jammu in the jobs 
in it. it j s jp’ a j|.| 1S due 10 the psychological satisfaction implied 
than of material ^wealth* 118 dammu ‘ s hungry more of power 

Loss of p<m cr 

The contrast h 

when a member f . Ve ? n two situations of a community— 
State and when ° * w *^ dec f a bsolute powers over the entire 

the system of p(^° ne * ts mem bers has an effective share in 
Psychologies vali7 er ~~T* S t0 ° ^ ar * n § to be dismissed as of no 
a e d sentimental f ^ ^ non ~Kashmiri origin of the ruler 
a Corres P° n dina k° rCe to the political movement of Kashmir, 
t , C 0ut - The O . °Pf os ‘ te impact on Jammu could not be 
„ C .. Crria nd of ok. Kashmir movement, by basing itself on 
<o Kaffir * Amritsar Treaty which was 
0 rt *le Jammu " ° ne ’ lm Ph e< Iiy conceded the Maharaja’s 

This c u_ 

Justifi Cflf - nar acter of xr ot ., . . 

Door-, f or it Kashmiri movement—whatever be the 

de mocr, lntel .' ectu als w , Created f ormida ble difficulties for the 
and niadf m Ja nimu. ° T T ere en g a § ed in their own fight for 
a remari. L an e ffectivp ^ a f tr °ng nucleus of them did exist 
convict; dble tri but e to C °th tnbUtl0n t0 the P olitics of Jammu, is 
ne tw 0rk f This v erv ' ldeo,0 g ica l clarity and courage of 

° n a mas! I! 16 National n ^ Cle r US expanded > after 1947, to form a 
basis. ° or *ference organisation in the province 

' ** «- share . 

° Jammu in power after its transfer? 
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The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
by what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 
criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the governmental change-over of 1953, Jammu's 
share in power—in the ruling organisation and government— 
did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 
representation in Parliament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 
remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 
power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

fsjew frustrations 

Firstly, quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
c ity and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, in th? new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

Thirdly, gradually the new local power holders, as the 
jtuation turned out to be, tended to become more a source of 
corruption and patronage than prestige and inspiration, 
finally, the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi¬ 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense of 
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demoralisation among the people in general and opposition 
croups in particular. To this may be added the frustrations 
that the people of Jammu shared with those elsewhere, which 
g ot mixed up with regional discontent for want of all State 
opposition outlets. 


Whatever be the change in the degree of discontent, the 
will to resist and the capacity to strike of the people of Jammu 
have been markedly declined. The consequent frustration has 
possibly grown. 

The current frustrations may usefully be studied, f° r ^ ie 
sake of analysis and a programme for action, in two parts. 
Firstly, those which the people suffer as citizens of the State 
and secondly, what are supposed to be due to their belonging 
to Jammu. In both cases cooperation and goodwill of the 
people of other regions is of vital importance. A regional ap¬ 
proach for the solution of purely regional problems can be 
self-defeating. For it will force the people of the other regions 
to rally around the ruling group, however, unpopular it other¬ 
wise may be. We have seen how with the support of one 
region, the rulers of the State have suppressed the urges of the 
other region and vice versa. 


Till Jammu and Kashmir learn to respect and defend th. 
aspirahons of each other, both will continue to suffer. W. 
sha presently see that it is as much in the interest of Kashmi 
as t la o ammu to devise constitutional and political measure 
for sa e-guarding the interests of the latter (which alone is th 
subject matter of the present discussion). 

Handicaps of Jammu 


geneitv and e! SU h er ' 0r hy, political. importance, cultural hon 
“, mmi, " iCa,i0 " s 01 the Valley put Jammu 
phical.^VFur the latter is ton. by 

B ’ m guistic and caste divisions. Those who ft; 
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for the right of Jammu rarely have an emotional conception of 
what constitutes Jammu. If Jammu is to get its due share, it 
must first strive to become a meaningful entity as such. 

To the extent Jammu depended upon Praja Parishad for 
its ideological and organisational strength, its effective role in 
the politics of the State was reduced. What is worse from the 
point of view of Jammu is that the ideology and organisation, 
wedded to Hindu chauvinism of India, isolated the Dogra com¬ 
munity from the rest of the province by creating a psychological 
barrier, along the Chenab, more insurmountable than the physical 
barrier of the great river. 

Jammu’s stature can rise as the stature of its leadership 
rises in the State. It is true that Praja Parishad at one stage, 
provided leadership to Bhartiya Jana Sangh, but its incapacity 
to throw up an all State, and even all Jammu leadership, h aS 
helped in dwarfing the stature of Jammu within the State. 

In some respects, Jammu is in a position to take initiative. 
If Jammu suffers from some handicaps, it has also some privi¬ 
leges as compared to Kashmir, in terms of larger amount 
of freedom, for instance. It is Jammu’s historic responsibility 
and privilege to take a lead in the struggle for restoration of civil 
liberties and extension of democratic rights all over the State. 
Those swearing by the memories of Dogra warriors, who ex¬ 
tended the political influence of Jammu far and wide, forget 
that the weapons of nineteenth century have become obsolete. 
The real service that the Dogra patriots can do to the spirit of 
their past and the national interest is by extending the influence 
c f national ideas and institutions. 


Interdependence of Jammu and Kashmir 

As the unity and strength of Jammu is dependent upon 
a nd will release the same political forces as are also vital for 
the unity and strength of the entire State, active support for 
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the above programme of action should be available from en¬ 
lightened Kashmiris. 

It is perhaps more than an accident that even on as ex¬ 
plosive an issue as that of accession, aspirations of each region 
cou only be satisfied with the help of the other region. The 
•. , a , as P ira tion of Kashmir seemed to be satisfied with what 

known ^Vfr USec * to ca U limited accession. As is now well 
ment of In^T to* iq? 66 " Kashmiri leaders and the Govern- 
that the form centred round the degree of autonomy 

nomy of the Wante ^- The only logical corollary of the auto¬ 
nomy for j^tv, a 6 W * tb ' n India was a somewhat similar auto- 
y ammu wi thin the State. 

its autonomy sim^T^ 5 *^ c * ear that Kashmir could not defend 
nomy to Jammu^ ^ because it had not conceded similar auto- 
simply because it , 4 - ^hewise, hmmu failed to get autonomy 
The Kashmiri chai • . not su PP ort the autonomy of the State, 
communalist, thus V , 1 . msts w ho dubbed Jammu’s demand as 
while Praja Parishad k & disservice to the cause of Kashmir, 
pt° w hat it called f u ^ c hannelising the demand for autonomy 
° r » we have seen th access ' on harmed the interests of Jammu. 

T, , mer 8 er alone has not solved its problem. 

Perhaps the e 

Kashm'wi A8 ' een '=n£l “ taion ° f ,he Kashmir problem T 

was wjk a and th , ' he agreement ot 1952 between the 
and its , ed rciainly h ec ^ JOVer nment of India was known. It 
tialities n V s ^ v logs aUse '* ammu was not taken into confidence 
1953 wu he Jam mu nrnKi attended to * The explosive poten- 
between K atCVer Underst, T Were not com Pl et ely exhausted in 
lono a Kas hrni r and th andlng exist s or is further attempted 

content C T ° nti nue s to hf!u ° f India can hardly be laSting aS 

Jai hmu. threatened by the smouldering dis- 


of 


The 

course 


Political and 

v cry constitutional measures outlined above— 

chily—do require an attitude of sympathy 
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and understanding on the part of New Delhi and Srinagar but 
essentially they imply a crucial responsibility on the Dogra 
statesmen who are passing through one of the gravest phases of 
the history of their land. 

i 

(Bimonthly KASHMIR AFFAIRS , Delhi, No. 10, 

March-April, 1961) 


JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


The preceding article provok¬ 
ed a refreshing rejoinder from a 
Kashmiri leader, which was pub¬ 
lished in the Kashmir Affairs 
(May-June, 1961). This is 
being reproduced here, for it 
forcefully supplements the other 
studies of the problem included 
in this volume, from the impor¬ 
tant angle of an enlightened 
Kashmiri. 


The author dtd not permit me 
to reveal Ins identity. Never _ 

theless 1 take the liberty Q f indi¬ 
cating that he was holding an 
important portfolio in g,™ 
Abdullah’s government n 7 
still an outstanding Pllhr d ‘ S 
of the Valley. J 7 ^ Wan 
under detention he is 

jails of Kashmir. °' Je of the 


The fate of th P 
tragic reminder G f ’°' * S a 
have-beens of R nv i ,e yv °uld- 
Had he expressed "7 politics - 

when in power Qr , lese vi cws 
vinced his coll Pn >Gd l,e con - 
wews, who knows 7^ his 
course of events 7” di ^ erent 
in Kashmir. ^ have been 


But how far VVe 

the event? a, ' e wiser after 


46 





May 1961 


A Kashmiri Viewpoint 


Debate on Jammu Problem 


I do not know if the people of Jammu are in lac 
discriminated against. But from my point of view the important 
thin" is that they, on the whole, have the feeling that tiey ar 
being discriminated against. And why have they this feeling? 

Before I go into that question it is necessary to have some 
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mental picture of what is Jammu i.e. what constitutes Jammu. It 
is not a compact area and the extent of its homogeneity has to 
be looked into. Historically speaking this region had many 
separate principalities which were joined together by a common 
ruler. But the common ruler did not, rather could not, bind 
them together. The tribal and clanish loyalties remained. The 
common interest of ruling Kashmir forged some links but the 
common man continued to adhere loyalty to sect, tribe or clan, 
for purposes of having a sense of security, which is a raison de’trc 
for such loyalties. Jammu meant the ruler and the beneficieries 
xt 1S role, P° liticall y it was not conscious as a whole. 
No leadership could come from the middle class or the upper 
class as both were identified with the ruling class. Add to this 

facilitS , U i$ m ° Stly a m °untaneous area with few 

kent the cL eaSy COmmunications - The geographical isolation 

sheihewasr" man . StUCk * hi$ prance, ^content in the 

sWe wliferi Z g m T h fCW Chances of contact with the out- 
^sS“rr al CUrrentS ‘ 111(1 only outlet for his sup- 

he had no opportunity''r™"* ^ army ‘ ° n the Wh ° 1C 

influenced by lider movementT* tT° “T®* ^ “ d * 
the other hand, have had th- d The pCOple ° f Kashmir ’ ° 
living in a compact area anrtV* nta ? e ° f being hom °g eneouS ’ 
political and social currents lnfluenced b y the outslde 

problems and common feeling's hlTl co ™ munic ations, common 
organisations with economf J™ 11 t lCm to S et her. Political 

arousing their consciousness and • S ° dal Programmes were 

ss and maintaining it. 

Vacuum in Jammu 

Jammu, of course had akn 

Sabha, Mahajan Sabha Muslim n T or S ani sations Hke Dogra 
ed within limited sphere and h °, nfCrence etc - but they w ° rlC ’ 
programmes. The sudden * mrtto n ° P° Iitic al and economic 
collapse of the dynastic ° f the sub -continent and 

threw all such forces out of cur 1 the u P b eayals of 1947 
lost their moorings and felt uproot 1 lnt ° wdderness - They 

In this vacuum came m 
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the impact and rule of the National Conference of Kashmir- 
For a while these forces were silenced. The National Conf 
cnee of Kashmir had no roots in Jammu and it could S filled 

any. The net result was that the vacuum was left ^ 

till 1950-51 when the general political consciousness 
urged to assume a form. It is common knowledge that m 0 
stresses and strains extremist elements come to the 
was, therefore, natural that the trends sue as °S ra un _ 

Hindu communalism, economic dissatisfaction and political 
certainty joined together to fill the vacuum. Here ^ ^ 
digress a little. What is it which is behind a tribal, be 

sectarian loyalty? Apart from social systems which m gh ^ 
responsible for breeding them, it is also uc to t ic ye ^ form 
the innate desire for having a sense o sccun y. a scnse 

or other we all want to live in groups ccause la ^ f ea r 

of security. Where ignorance and backwardness prcv uri ,y 

rules, it is but natural that the common man should seek sec $ 
in narrow loyalties. Often the pohttcan, knowing this. 
his ignorance, hatred and fear and ma es app 
loyalties. 

For various reasons Jammu provided a ft place ft* 
to exploit the ignorance of the common man. princes 

the Hindu communal parties of In la, consi cn . 0 t j ie 

as a prop for themselves, had an eye on f 1 ”**?..' y j n their 
days of partition the communal parties a cc ntres of 

programmes. Jammu became one of th ® P ri “ P a nisations. 
fhe R.S.S., the counterpart of m-ht-t ^jXr, For 
There was more reason for R.S.S. the people, 

the princely rulers wanted political suppor ro 


Regionalism 

Here my point is to recount the events while 

semi-political consciousness into a larger con cr eating 

these local loyalties were lingering, a need was them 

a certain feeling of fraternity in them and thereby bindi g 
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together. Under the stress of events and circumstances it was 
but natural that this larger consciousness should assume the 
complexion of Hindu communalism. Jammu felt sandwitched 
between Kashmiri nationalism and Indian nationalism. These 
factors have given birth to a regional sentiment in Jammu which 
on account of the following factors seem to have been stabilised: 

The dispute over Kashmir that has given rise to fears 
and perpetuated a sense of uncertainty; 

The absence of good administration which could have 
inculcated i n them self-confidence and hope; 

Total centralisation of powers by the National Con¬ 
ference in Kashmir leaving little scope for local ini¬ 
tiative; 

The complex of being numerically less than Kashmiris 
an a feeling that the local leadership is not capable; 

T _ j; Cnc ^i attitude from secular-minded parties in 
India who 4 ., . 

demand 3X0 tbou Sht to he niorc responsive to the 
s °E Kashmir than that of Jammu. 

Shadows of Kashmir. 

Jammu needs sympathy 
I have hinted at th 

Jammu and the failur vacuu m caused in the political life of 
was but natural that'll ° f tlle National Conference to fill it. It 
try to fill it. Tlic p r ^ ] OCal organisation should spring up to 
like Jana Sangh and^M Parishad was thus b °rn. Organisations 
it. So far as I know j basabb a for their own reasons wooed 
programme. It s p^’ ble Parishad has no economic or political 
ments. But it goes ^?- 1 &Ppeal seems to be to regional senli- 
the people must be 1 ' Vlthoi ^ t saying that this consciousness of 
It would be a p rob ? ann eliscd into creative and positive ways, 
will add to the general^n - 10 su PP rcss tbis consciousness. It 

discontent and frustration. It is un- 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
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, . . .. . in ,r ic name of the interest of the nation, the 

fortunate that in tnc nauu- , _ , It it . no t 

awakenings in Jammu have been s,lanced oft anal on. It is 
a question of economic grievance alone! « is an urge, ™ 
and understandable, and must find healthy political express 
Politically Kashmir might be important but so long «W 
and Kashmir continue to live in mental isolation . 

,1 „ fnrres of secularism and progress can oe 

other, no positive iorces 3 . r b . . st 

. , , „ Anv nnlicy of appeasing Kashmir at tnc cu 

pcctcd to emerge. Any ip ° nwitimate 

of Jammu is wrong as also any surrender before 

demands. It is morally wrong to suppress a people fore 
,. . c .--.e-cinns will and do lead to wrong channel 

pcdtencics. Suppre '°" s ir cd is t0 understand the 

of expres ton. Whatms, t' This wU| benefit Kashmir 

people of Jammu sympath > corrupt, eeo- 

as well The pcfiicy of "3, bankrupt will ruin all. The 
non.,oily parasitic and m - moral valucs and concepts of 
strongest bonds are the bon ^ ^ Thcrefore the 

the spirit- Man doc»« * namc Kashmir and sup- 

policy of victimising Jammu tendency 

. „ , . t t,p fear of Jammu leads to a tenoeuw 

pressing Kashmir with the i . • t j ie 

, • , , roots of State s integrity, resulting in 

which cuts at the very roots , °. , , creating 

• T • r ip Kcvfti/r»en Jammu and Kashmir and thus crcauu e 
widening of gulf between a an 

.. r Often it happens that those who nave 

wide scope for exploiters. ui * neoolc 

• to r ,• nnd legitimate grievances of Jammu peopi 

voiced the feelings and te e <ui 1T ,anV 

, • * -i„„„„ in the namc of the larger interest, man.) 
were coerced into silence in n an ti-na- 

. . , a nd are being considered as anti na 

who persisted were dubbed an vicious 

. 1 . f „ (tr ibut ng motives has resulted in a vicious 

tional. This practice of altnouu»b ,u„mcMves, 

• i A , F . „„ oC legitimate and genuine by themseivea, 
circ e. any grievan> j a re voiced by people who aie 
are being ignored because t V ^ ^ Jammu rovi „ c e 

thought to be opponents. » ^ R nQ fault of theirs, 

is predominantly populated y ^ ^ ^ considere d 

Therefore, if they have Kashmir happen to be linguis- 

o be communal. Janwm population o£ these two 

ica y lfferent. ®. w hich determine and influence to 

regions profess two on life. Therefore the effort 

**1 VC m t aige f X j ent , t t e - 1 <5 common between them and understand 
should be to find what is commit 
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them by understanding the background which moulds their out¬ 
look. Thus alone can feelings of fraternity be fostered between 
them. It must be noted that economically they are interdepen¬ 
dent but the economic problems of the two are to a large extent 
different. An example would illustrate this. The problem of 
irrigation and pure drinking water is grave in Jammu. It is not 
so in asimir where the primary problem is sufficiency and 

therefore 5 * h * Thc allocation under each head cannot, 

the reactions TbLhVeTe ^ ^ 

reason of nature of circ ^' ™ gl ° ns to stresses and Pressures by 
are divergently opposUe” the reaCti ° nS 
further. It is unfort ^ T ° £ conscc l uences Wldens the gulf 

tercsted persons cxnloh tt that Whh ° Ut undcrstandin S this, in- 
other. Pe situation and play one against the 

There is, no douht 

among the people of j Wldes P read dissatisfaction and feeling 
against and neglected ammU that thcy are being discriminated 
been generated becau T ° 30 CXtent thiS feeling mi 8 h t have 

Kashmir. But it i s j of thc political importanc given to 

responsive to public 3 S ° 3 fact that aut horities have not been 
and distrust separates^th ' 011 in Jammu ' A wal1 of suspicion 
of the people of Jam m • tW0, Re S ardin S the representation 
examined i n 1953 ^ S overnm ent service, the issue was 

there was no disc’rimi • im P ression is that the data showed 
hand, the fi gUres sh datlon and neglect then. On the other 
people from Jammu f-, r d that the number of posts held by 
hon, they were entitled f ^ XCeedcd wh at, on the basis of popula- 
has improved since then anH 1 Sh ° Uld SUpP ° SC that the situation 
should not have any „ r " d 0n thls account the people of Jammu 
chances of employ** gr,eva nce. Since 1953 the avenues and 
ously increased in t he 1 ? the P c <^ of Jammu have tremend- 
find many chances of ^ °”tside the State they can 'n fact 

r o Sal° sol SpCaking com P ara ^e"y the 

man of £5^ for ZZ ^ ^ The walls of 

hmir does no? SCem t0 haVC disappeared, but the 
seem to come out of that isolation. 
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That is why wc find .ha. whiie nuny 

employed in the rest o£ In la, wou id not have liked 

Muslims who have been ab e o - that h 

to go into this comparison but have done » 
recruitment in services is not the 

Recognition of Jammu’s entity 

In my opinion the trouble lies in. «h =% 

Jammu as an entity. It is ° V10 “ S ti , u tional entity would 

Jammu as a separate political an {ear t h a t such re- 

not find favour with those who coun . g ut they don’t 

cognition would lead to separatist en ^ between Jammu and 
seem to take into account the fac . t ^ an G { union. 

Kashmir there is already more of m both the 

There is no common political orgamsa Jammu must 

regions. Any way, the political1 Tiammu lacks a leadership, 
find a recognition. In my opinio reC ent political con- 

wise and bold enough to channe ize^ ^ ^ cu itural entity. At 
sciousness into creative ways. Jammu 1 requires 

least in that field it must have full autonomy- But 4 ^ 

a wise leadership and a sense of y . pi aye d one against 
present they seem to be content wi . j b ad been sup- 

the other. The urges of the P'f' Opportunity for their 
pressed for long. They found a tion Q f Kashmir was 

expression. Simultaneously, the q re{orej t he expression 
projected into political importance. d ’ j mp0 rtance and 

of these long suppressed urges assumes ition in this 

becomes the focus of attention an creat ; ng and leaving 
process Jammu remained oversha owe » Unfortunately the 
behind the impression of it being ne 0 ec ^ - n j 0 negative and 
first expression of its consciousness were cause of its recog¬ 
reactionary attitudes which has harme a( j e bu t I don’t think 
nition. Lately, some amends have been here surround- 

they are adequate. The present P ol >^ | and P on the cultural 
ing the Jammu people calls forth a bo concre te steps 

plane at least. I should therefore think som 
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should be taken to give Jammu full cultural autonomy with 
constitutional guarantees. So far as the question of giving 
Jammu a constitutional status is concerned, I am afraid it is 
bristled with many difficulties and obstacles. It may be recalled 
that Jammu has been agitating for full merger constitutionally 
while Kashmir had been struggling for retaining as much of 
autonomy as it could. This has set in a certain habit of thought. 
With this in view any demand for conceding a constitutional 
status to Jammu would be very difficult to achieve. 


1 recollect that in 1951 and 1952 there was a move at a 
ngi level for giving to Jammu some sort of a constitutional 
status. A scheme was worked out and discussed thoroughly- A 
kind of federal relationship between Kashmir and Jammu was 
envisaged. It was, however, opposed by higher authorities who 

Kashmir T' * ,. Step would lead to Jammu separating from 
in Jammu ™ mediatel y afterwards the agitation for full merger 

ned Conv th u Wh ° le context and th e idea was drop- 

vv aniri Py K scheme is still with me but 1 don’t think it 

it and fritter* & for the P eo Ple of Jammu to agitate for 

l.o" ■ Bl ,"' as 1 sa,d - C tT a a 

fraternitv of feplinn ed ‘ ^ 1S a so ver y important that a 

mir and the present Sift to* f °? ercd between Jammu and KaS . b ' 
of thinking which has L l u tW ° ° PP ° site trends and h * ! 
be substitued by somethin a Hlndu ' Muslim complexion must 

fulfilment and opportunitifsT” 1111011 * n Which both wiI1 find ^ 

or creative and positive urges. 

Cultural autonomy 

.nntial * 6iV “ ™« * a 

to keep them calm. Th^ ^ eye ' wash > a half-hearted me aSlire 
formative period of demn ^ n0 people can develop. In th .® 
is absolutely essential . and stabilisa tion of freedom, 1 

raged and helped. Th«> • e . Ioca l mitiatives must be encou- 

this initiative. At presen^ 0511 ' 0 " fr ° m above has suppm sS J 
present power politics has taken away the 
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chances for the* -ocal “ £££ " ££ 

can ^bc Treated or kept as hostages lor others for freedom and 
peace are indivisible. It is the common heritage of all. 


(Bimonthly 


KASHMIR AFFAIRS, Delhi No. H, 
May-June, 1961) 
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In the general elections of 
1962 the main plank of the Praja 
Parishad (now Jana Sangh) and 
the Democratic National Confer¬ 
ence (left Communists) in 
Jammu was that the province 
was being discriminated against 
in services and development ac¬ 
tivity. 


This to me was a superficial 
and self-defeating approach to 
the problem. At a public meet¬ 
ing at Jammu on July 4, 1961, I 
maintained that the basic cause 
of Jammu’s discontent was 
neither economic nor adminis¬ 
trative policies of the Govern¬ 
ment but its feeling that it was 
not getting a proper share in 
political power. In my election 
manifesto that reached almost 
every voter of my constituency 
and many others, I warned 
against attempts to excite popu¬ 
lar sentiments of Jammu on 
anti-Kashmir slogans. 

The manifesto entitled The 
Third Way and excerpts of which 
are reproduced in the following 
pages, rejected the two preva¬ 
lent moods of the people of 
Jammu viz either surrender or 
aggiessiveness to Kashmiri 
rulers. It pleaded for the third 
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the third alternative 

course of friendship and equality 
between Jammu and Kashmir. 

I do not know how many 
votes I lost or gained due to this 
approach. But the hate 
Kashmir campaign did no longer 
remain an integral pait of the 
election campaign of the opposi¬ 
tion parties in Jammu. 
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January 1962 


Ihe Third Alternative 

Jammu has expressed its discontent a 

through many a way. But the discontent a time ^! 

lessen. Why is Jammu’s voice without «• ^° es not seem ° 
real cause of the discontent? Would th & CC ^ What is t ie 

be solved by the slogan of “full accession ” 6 problem of JamnlU 
in services? 0r a n additional share 

To talk of Jammu problem is not 

not Provincialism. Some 
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people are, no doubt, motivated by a provincial approach. They 
only add to the complexities of the problem as also to the diffi¬ 
culties of the rest of the country. But it is not only possible 
but also necessary to study a regional problem like this without 
parochialism and prejudice. If, for instance, timely and impar¬ 
tial consideration had been given to linguistic and regional prob¬ 
lems, there would have been far less tension in the country 

today. 

Other states of India, too, had problems like Jammu. But 
cultural linguistic and religious diversity between Jammu and 
Kashmir is‘'perhaps more pronounced. Moreover, Jammu’s 
discontent and anger provoke an unhealthy effect on Kashmir 
which helps the efforts that are being constantly made from 
across the border to undermine the loyalty of its people. 

Jammu—a wall between Kashmir and India 

Jammu is a vital link between the Valley and the rest of 
the country. It is in the interest of the whole nation to streng¬ 
then the link. If an earnest and sympathetic attempt had been 
made to solve the problem of Jammu, the unfortunate crisis of 
August 1953 might have been avoided. It was discontent of 
Tammu that led to such circumstances as also devoured a per¬ 
sonality like Doctor Shyama Prasad Mukerjee. Jammu was 
allowed to become such a wall between the Valley and the rest 
of India as has so far not cracked. 

Economic distress as such cannot be the cause of Jammu s 
discontent. For there is incontrovertible evidence to prove 
that Jammu’s relative progress is faster. Only two districts of 
Jammu pay more income tax than the whole of the Valley. The 
deposits of banks, insurance business, number of vehicles and 
consumer durables point to the same conclusion. According to 
the socio-economic survey by the Census Commission, Jammu 
is by far most prosperous district of the State. But the 
same district is also the most vocal centre of discontent. 
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True, much of the new prosperity is rendered meaningly 
for honest and fixed income people due to rising prices, 
creasing inequalities, corruption and nepotism. But is it a lS 
tinctive feature of Jammu? May be Kashmir is a worse suff erer 
in this respect too. 

Jarnnm economically better off 

Recruitment to Government service is supposed to be an " 
other cause of tension. However, only a small percentage ° 
population is absorbed in the services. Moreover in the p ecU ' 
liar circumstances of the State, Government employees tend to 

of r e to , ols ln the hands of the rulin § P art y instead of bein f 

f_r ll I ea U , Se to the re § ion they might belong to. Further a 

t m d!Vf ated Pe ° Ple ° f Jammu are concerned, many f 
them do seek avenues in Delhi and Punjab whereas educated 

0^“ fi " d “ “ d ° » WILL'S from - 

represlnltof ta °' P '° greSS *" eron °"' i '= Md nor to 

Jammu. TVLJITT‘ SUCh ,hat ^content 

and administration, Jammu 'is be,'!?*,.■"’ C MdS ° f . T” F or 
it IS possible for a reoinn to a discriminated against- 
against. Whether the P r °gress despite being discriniim 

wrong is not as importanTa m nt * dis ™inatio°n is right or 
complain about it. the f&Ct that the people of J aITl 

over a man fro^Lmmu^d™ 3 * fr ° m Kas hmir gets prefer^® 
latter. But such incidents do ^ n0t affect the econorny ° f . n d 
helplessness in Jammu. The ob^ & Sense of humiliation a 

<* discrimination is that*"***&* of the l to 
3 hce to somebody else and do ^ PCOple of Jammu lo° k 
their masters. 3nd do not consider themselves to & 

Share in power 

adequate share in politic power „ the m ost 
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P°rtant basic problem of Jammu. On getting its share in power, 
Jammu’s poverty might become less unbearable. But without 
political power and freedom, even prosperity cannot keep it 
happy. 

When the democratic and progressive forces of Jammu 
were engaged in a struggle against the system of monarchy, their 
objective was not merely transfer of power from the Maharaja 
to Kashmir leaders but also to get it shared by the people ot 
Jammu. The transfer of power from a Dogra ruler, however 
autocratic, to Kashmir leaders, however popular, could not be 
a source of psychological satisfaction to the people of Jammu. 
For Kashmir leaders did not share it with them. Not even the 
anti-Maharaja group of Jammu could win their confidence. 

The way Jammu was ruled by the fourth grade leadership 
of Kashmir encouraged the impression that the new leaders 
were not interested in fighting the reactionary and communal 
elements of Jammu but wanted to rule it without sharing power 
with its people. 

It is unfair to blame Kashmiris for this state of affairs. 
Their own worries are no less serious than those of Jammu. It 
is idle to complain against the rulers. For very few rulers like 
to share power. 

Bane of Jammu 

Jammu’s own weaknesses are primarily responsible for its 
present fate. There are two set of weaknesses; some inherent 
in the situation others borne out of stupidity. 

Not only rivers and mountains but also religion, language 
and caste divide people of Jammu from each other. Before 
demanding Jammu’s rights, let its people remove at least the 
man made divisions. 

To the extent Jammu fell back upon the organisational 
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and philosophical support of the Jana Sangh, it lost its effective¬ 
ness in the politics of the State. For it wrote off more than 
one third of the vital Jammu population i.e. of Muslims who 
despite their thousand and one grievances against the Govern¬ 
ment could not make a common cause with the Hindus. Like¬ 
wise, about one third of the Hindu population i.e. Harijans and 
the bulk of peasantry could not join a front led by a party that 
was basically opposed to the land reforms 


E f'”’ 7?“ T“ " 0t ,l,row “P » leadership of not to 
d!d ^ v," “ S , a , tc I but even of an all Jammu level; though it 
stlm ef “ 3 ,' nd,a ' eader ,0 ,he Sangh. Jammu’s 

atirrt c r c b 0 £come . es “ ,iTC ^ 

of Kashmir P 3 communi ties of Jammu as also 


Two forms of defeatism 

It is due to these weaknesses tw ^ • 

Jammu’s struggle has been in vain A dCSpitc many sacnficeS 
exhaustion among the political JX haS lcd to a sense ° 
the people. Defeatism is exnr ^ and t0 defeatism amon! 
is surrender to the present rul SSlng ltself in two ways. Firs 
geance of current humiliations second i s to seek vcn 

century ago. The first wav ^ V1Ctories and aggressions of : 
while the second is of escape ^ t ^ ran * c Emission of defea 
are tending to divide the po]V tWo w ays between then 
none is capable of solving the ' * C ! ° f Jamn tu. But obviousl] 
pect of Jammu and realities nf° ! ems tlie P resent - Self-res 
should now follow the third V ^ sitUation demand that i 
relation of friendship and equalff’ This is a way of seeking i 

y with Kashmir. 

So far Kashmir was crushn i 

the latter was deprived of its rinl t° n the name of Jammu whil( 

n?i? rCa u ti0n t0 the G° v ernmcm S ° U the na ™e of the former 
to Mow the path of fanatic ™ "! poli ^, Jammu is provoke. 

ru crSl whatever be their" 1 ' 131 ' 5 " 1 ’ 11 would enable th. 

Un P°Pularity, to rally roun< 
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f ; n ihf task of denying Jammu its rights. Like- 
Kashmiri pcop <- do not completely give up communal 

W T f ’ t. a" would provoke the Muslim majority of the State 
fo° organise on communal lines and align themselves against the 
to ° ° . iti __ of Jammu. Thus communalism and pro- 

‘"“ML™ .rCmu as much away from its goal as surrender 
^ Government. Secular and democratic policies alone can 
lead to Jammu’s deliverance. 

Kashmir and Jammu, Hindus and Muslims would be for- 

‘s'Tomcttaics deliberately spread that all Kashmiris are Pakis¬ 
tanis mid every body in Jammu is a Sai.gh.te. Tins mutual sus- 
picion must be removed. 

The difference on the issue of accession 
sections of the two provinces, too, was part y 
with; the differences centred around what 
described as degree of accession. Those who 
of relations between the State and 
sion, did not do any service to the cause of 
is either accession or de-accession, 
either of them. 

. t1w thr slogan of full accession—besides 

We have seen that tnc siu 0 au 

causing irreparable damage to the cause of access,on-I,as not 
solved the problem ot Jammu. Which can only be done by 
enabling Jammu, through constitutional and political measures, 
to participate in the system of power. 


between the vocal 
artificial. To start 
was unfortunately 
linked the question 
with that of acces- 
acccssion. For it 
are no degrees of 


Autonomy 

Jammu needs safeguards within the State on precisely the 
same grounds on which Kashmir feels the need within Indian 
Union. Instead of sentimental and shallow slogans like full 
and limited accession, it is the third and realistic slogan of 
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Jammu s autonomy that can help in the solution of its problem. 

The State that was carved and the areas that were annexed 
in tie country by the ancestors of Dogras with the might of the 
swor can e retained by love and political weapons. Jammu 

Todav^Tnm r ° U ^ as cr * t ' c al a period as it did a century ago. 

interests of tL coumry ^ h ° n ° Ur bUt a,S ° the 

can render to the men/' ^ beSt SCrV1CC that Dogra P atnots 
is to make Jammu tl ° £ their forefathers and to the country 
secularism, democra & C lannel through which Indian values like 
c y and socialism may flow into the Valley. 


a 

J 
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Kashmir Governor Dr. Karan 
Singh caused quite a stir in the 
country by approving, in a state¬ 
ment to t/ie London Times, in 
November 1965, the proposal for 
reorganisation of the State on 
linguistic basis. Earlier Romesh 
Thapar, elaborating the same 
idea in the Economic Weekly, 
had made a plea for a Kash¬ 
miri speaking State. The 
Congress and Jana Sangh circles 
in the State reacted sharply and 
condemned the idea. The Chief 
Minister Sadiq called it an im¬ 
ported idea. “If this move was 
allowed to succeed”, he said, ‘‘it 
would amount to acceptance of 
two nations theory and would 
gravely weaken the secular 
foundation of the Indian Union”. 
He believed that the idea was 
fraught with dangerous conse¬ 
quences and should be resisted 
with ‘‘all our might”. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Jana 
Sangh working committee 
strongly opposed the idea of dis¬ 
memberment of the State on lin¬ 
guistic basis and favoured the 
formation of a bigger border 
State in northern India, com¬ 
prising Jammu and Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh (April 10, 
1966). 
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Sticking to my own solution of 
the Jammu problem, that I had 
advocated since 1949 or so, I 
believed Dr. Karan Singh had 
served a purpose in provoking a 
discussion on the problem. 
There is certainly a room for 
differences of view on his specific 
Prescription, but I would not 
condemn its basic philosophical 
and political premises. For I 
take it to mean that each cultural 
entity in the country must be re¬ 
cognised and provided with 
opportunities to grow. 

in a public talk at Jammu, I 
P ended for discussing the Karan 
t‘, 1 i° r >nula in this light. For 
e teved the author of the for- 
i a would not be dogmatic and 

n c consider constructive al¬ 
ternatives. 
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December 


1965 


Karan Singh Formula 


Report of a public talk at 

intellectual 

“While India’s superiority over Pakistan a ‘ a , level 
:1 lies in her ideology of secular ‘character of 

es in her recognition of distinc i\ ‘ ^ opportunities o 

the cultures of 

slopment and enrichment. Jammu and Kashmir, 

id more decisively in the vital state of Jammu 
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Thus observed Mr. Balraj Puri while speaking on the implica¬ 
tions and problems of linguistic reorganisation of the State, at 
a meeting of the Democratic Socialist Forum on Sunday, 
December 19, 1965. Mr. D. C. Parshant presided over what 
turned out to be a very stimulating and lively, nevertheless, on the 

w io e, a .gmie discussion on the most controversial issue of 
the day in the State. 


Mr. Puri prefaced hie t u 

minimum level of Ionic ,1 !!• Wlth 3 plea f ° r maintaining a 
a public controversy betwo ^ , rty ln the discussion. He felt 
ter was avoidable and re ^ ^ Govemor and die Chief Minis- 
the idea mooted by the for CWCd motives were attributed to 
was a very ordinary person 0161 ^ ven ^ the mover of the idea 
tenets of democracy, bctter 0, ' 1C deservc d, according to the basic 
criticism. No idea stand rCSpect than was implied in Mr. Sadiq’s 

cause it was imported-_th COndern ned automatically merely bc- 

to prove that Dr. Karan T Sh , eVidence had V et to be adduced 
After all most fashionable ln ?^ S formula was of foreign origin, 
communism and social* P ° htical ideologies of the country like 
t e spea er cited Mr. Nehn^ Cr f imported. In this connection 
mst arty of India as a m ! ^ amous reference to the Commu- 
\ 3 Tint S * P ""u torei Sn flag. r Z, a foreign ideology, foreign 
fall on The 1 * 8 *° c ° n dernn th accor ding to Mr. Puri, alone 
merits 0 f thci r th p C C ° mm unists who must stand or 

Ate asserting th , *«*“• 

internal probUms ”"^' 1 «td n ° l0 " ECr ne SOtiable, sai<1 
who sought to linL ^dhom j n u iK . . adord a discussion of our 
ion hardly did anv CVCry mternal ' tl ° n 3nd cxc itement. Those 
called that he to the Pr °^ em w *th the issue of access- 

early fifties to COnrl ln a dele» ati CaUSe o£ accession. Mr. Puri rc- 
ion. Accession i:? nin tb e cont° n t0 Governm ent of India in 
accession or see’ess' ma rri aRe ? Versy on limited and full access- 
ins wife should corr ' the n * no degrees. Either it was 
titutional relations of Sp ° nd to th ^ ° f relations of a man with 
3 u ait with ^‘^mutual convenience the cons- 
f e centre should be shaped by 
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the needs of the situation and in no sense measure degree of 
accession. 

As free citizens of the country, the people of Kaslunir had 
every risht to demand any type of relation with the Ce " r ® 
with Jammu. To doubt every discordant voice on the J 
as treason was the surest way to disintegrate the nation. 

Regional aspirations 

An integrated and strong nation could only emerge, Mr. Puri 
ntinued through growth and synthesis of various diverse 
" es of ihl lanl and not by crushing local cultures Popular 
1 distance offered by Kashmir to Pakistan in 1947 was to a r> 
extent due to the fact that Indian leadership had reco § nize 5 3 of 

ncouraged what Gandhiji himself once described as a 
Kashmiri patriotism for which there was no room m the 
K n 3 d political set up of Pakistan. The crisis of 1953 m Kashmir 

the culmination of a clash between Kashmiri patriotism and 

T->o°ra patriotism which eventually led to the clas o 

the Indian nationalism which overwhelmed and crush • 
S e secessionist movement in the Valley owed its origin to the 
^satisfied Kashmiri aspirations. Likewise, communahsm P™ 
ide d an outlet to dissatisfied aspirations of J ami " u - d 

a dissatisfied Ladakh also looked nostalgically towards 

'I’ibet. 

Mr. Puri contended that the aspirations of all the _ 

re oions deserved respect. Each had a rich-— t o J e 1 en _ 

Jltural heritage of its own which needed o . tions 

c ouraged. Only by appreciation of these diverse asp 
nlU tual tension could be eliminated. 

While declining to formulate his views in yes 
the Karan Singh formula, Mr. Puri was more keen :oc y 

baS ic ideological and political considerations w »c was 

th e criteria for coming to a decision. Ideologically 
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opposed to the conception of uniformity which extreme 
nationalists like Jana Sangh would advocate, supporting unitary 
form of government, without state assemblies and any autonomy 
to cultural regions. This was what had been done in the West 
Pakistan. 


Politically, he wanted adjustments, between the regions of 
the State to restore internal harmony. While he was very firm 
and categorical in his commitments to the basic considerations, 
he did not think it necessary to be rigid about practical measures 
that might be mooted. 

No imposition 


Kashmir had a legitimate right, according to Mr. Puri, to 
Remand a separate statehood. But it need not be imposed on 
V ° r s h° u ld Kashmiris or any other people dictate what 
ammu or Ladakh should do for itself. As far as Jammu was 

enlwlll i solutlon would be acceptable to him that was not 
t , 2 . ^ Muhinas of Poonch and Doda and provided for cul- 

nerferti? riatl0nS WUhin the P rovince> For its culture was not 

of nnn.K C< ? m ? 0site and homogeneous. Likewise, the interests 

After ,, aSlnilr ^ min ority in the Valley should not be neglected. 

were hi ? 3ny arran S em ent linguistic and cultural minorities 
were bound to remain. 


organisation ak f Cr u was ciefinitely opposed to any division or 
dismemhe ° f the State on rel ‘g ious lines - Nor he thou 
ino the lT ent .° f the State was the inevitable means of achi 

alternatives coukTh If had 0utllned- Various constitutic 
in 1950 i d bC devised —iincluding the one he had propc 

But constit,T atl ? § S ° me measure of autonomy for each reg 
only requirer T 3 arran 8 ements should P reced e by and v 
objectives conll° " egularise P olitical measures. Conceivably 
mo also be achieved without constitutional chan 

Mr. Balraj Puri, who was proud to have been a charn 
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of Kashmiri aspirations, had no less respect for the as P* ratl °^ 
f Tnmmu and was not unaware of its genuine grievances. 

° 4 I tragedy of Jammu was neither the greater share of ot rer 

'&£££%£*« projects and services bu, .he fact **£ 
effective leadership in the province only succeeded n divid g 

LponsWelmoreTan anything eise-for .he so-called Kasiunm 
domination. This domination could not end by transferin c 
and more subjects from the State to the Centre, as was c ea 
borne out by the experience of the last eighteen years, 
of Jammu, which implied secularisation of its politics, was thus 
a pre-requisite of raising the status of Jammu. A contente jJ an 
secular Jammu would also act as a bridge, and not as a wa 
had hither-to been, between the Valley and the rest of India. 


No uniformity 

After new political forces were released, constitutional me 
Id be devised accordingly. There was nothing sacr 
nbout any particular constitutional arrangement. Brothers in a 
foint family who adjust their system of life according to them 
mutual convenience better succeeded in avoiding tensions 
retaining more affection for one another than those on ™ , • 

uniform pattern was imposed by authoritarian parents. Kashmir 
Jammu a ? nd Ladakh like good brothers should also» detenmne 
their relations according to their convenience wit ou ^ & 
ism and authoritarian imposition. Eventhe k P 

o£ P Ind ia, after all, did help in removing lingms^ en^ ^ 

y rrs zj&zz rz Z» r~ T “ — z 

tegration was to recognize d,s..ncUve en.m^ ° ^ 

riszs s.iirai:r; z r ss 

work if possible and without that if necessary, concluded 
Mr. Puri. 
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Discussion 

A volley of questions, from various sections of the audience, 
followed this provocative talk. 

Gopal Sachar: My party (Jana Sangh) has been misrepre¬ 
sented. We are not extreme nationalists. We believe in strong 
nationalism. 


Puri: That hardly affects my line of argument. I do not 
think nationalism can become strong if cultural diversities are 
not recognized and a unitary form of Government, advocated by 
the Jana Sangh, is introduced. 

Sachai . If Pakistan is not satisfied with your solution? 


Puri: I have 


not suggested anything to satisfy Pakistan. 


We have alreadv oi VPn ~ 

peated whenever "she VY 1 ™" l ° ^ WOuM 

my friend should be m , l ° ^ ^ ' ° nS ^ US> o T 
than Pakistan & more ^ een to sat ' s ^ the P eo P' e of the State 




Sachar: jf „ 

solution, changes , Partlcular lead er, who is satisfied with this 
nges h>s mind thereafter.... 

Puri: Even in t v 

no effective ban 16 present and P ast arrangements, there was 
leader in Kashmir* 1 ^ hange of minds - Do y° u imply that no 
change his minH F Should ever be trusted because he might 
5 mnd anytime? 

Suraj Saraf: Wh 

in Kashmir owes - t ^ ^ 0U su §§ est that secessionist movement 
was overwhelmed * S Strengdl to the fact that Kashmiri patriotism 

ism and Dog ra aa< ? Crus hed, do you imply that Indian national- 
Abdullah seek an n0t ' sm were aggressive. Or did not Sheikh 
ministrative faii Ur esca P e from a situation created by his ad- 
e and maltreatment of Jammu? 
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KARAN SINGH FORMULA 

_ • whilp referring to a clash between Kashmiri and 

i Wkm Ihad not apportioned blame. I admit Jammu 
was Sr no P . meated well and administration suffered from many 
weaknesses. 

C ; Knmi- But did not Sheikh Abdullah hurt the pride of 
Jamm"h k B noless important than the pride of Kashm.r 
you have been talking about. 


vested interest of 


Puri : Yes. 

Om Saraf : Did he not also hurt the 
Jammu? 

Furr. Yes. He hurt pride as well as the vested interest of 
Jammu. 

Buchan Singh Punch!: Were not you a part of the Nattam 
Conference when it was an instrument of hurtin 0 the p 

Jammu? 

Puri : Yes I was. But I was among the first to» M»ea ban £f 

of revolt against crushing tegM^“1^1949-50 would amply 
writings and statements on the subj 19 ^ a „d 

bear me out. But our "deft^^1 movement 

rights of Jammu was sabotaged by a ^ £ull access ion or 

w hich sought escape for Jammu in “ for Ja mmu were 

integ ration ' Our efforts to ge a While I was in 

^co thwarted by its division on communal basis. 

*}* forefront in defending the honour of Jammu, th> P P P 
Jammu acquired a dangerous «nd unhed^r 
tC rte d fresh vicious chain of reactions, cu mma 
star l953 . Thereafter, undoubtedly I sympathised with the sup 

° e ‘ssed aspirations of Kashmir. 

P om Parkash Chopra: You talkedI about the proce:* ofjran* 
n f subjects from the State to the Centre. H 
subjects to the Centre than other states. 
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Puri: I did not compare Kashmir with other states. It was 
a comparison with earlier period of Kashmir’s relations with the 
entre. My main point was that the transfer of subjects as such 
not elp in restoring inter-regional harmony. 

of J amnu ,5 province? abOUt Kashmiri s P eakin S population in parts 


s “raj Saraf: What 
Valley? nat 


about non-Kashmiri population in 


the 


Puri - I do not v 

lation in Jammu Ml ° w the exact percentage of Kashmiri popu- 
would submit to uon-Kashmiri population in Kashmir. I 
linguistic minority 16 ^ acts - But no arrangement can eliminate 
taken care of. CS altogether, whose interests should be duly 

din TIMES Jammu, January 1, 1966) 



\ 
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/ wrote the concluding article 
of this series on Jammu problem, 
with a rather optimistic note. 
The dust raised by Dr. Karan 
Singh’s move for linguistic re¬ 
organisation of the State had 
time to settle down. In a series 
of discussions I had with the 
State leaders, 1 pleaded for tak¬ 
ing cognizance of the problem 
and consideration of constructive 
alternatives. I revived my for¬ 
mula for some sort of regional 
autonomy to various cultural 
units of the State. 


Encouraged by the response, 
I wrote the following article to 
elicit wider support for the basic 
idea. Perhaps for the first 
time, a Chief Minister of the 
State conceded the need to do 
something to ease the tensions 
that he believed did exist bet¬ 
ween Jammu and Kashmir. 

But what is that something? 
How and when that is to be 
done? I do not have satisfac¬ 
tory answers to these questions. 
I am afraid the matter might be 
allowed to drift. Approaching 
general elections might be used 
as a pretext for escape from the 
commitment. Meanwhile people 
whose expectations have been 
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aroused might seek less construc¬ 
tive outlets, adding another un¬ 
healthy influence on the course 
of elections . 


Would this be a further inst¬ 
ance of doing a right thing at a 
w notig time, robbing it of grace 
and real usefulness? 




June 1966 


Jammu_ A Clue to Kashmir Tangle 

,, r M c fl dici admitted with an 
Kashmir Chief Minister, IV r. • • aS g em bly (on March 

unusual candour, while speaking in re cions of what is 

12, 1966), that tensions between he twang ^ ^ ^ , 

officially called the state of Jam'll ‘ ned against throwing 

way must be found to resolve hcm.J He war = o£ them . 
problems under the carpet instead of taking b 

It was no. so safe or respectable to talk of problems of 
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linguistic and cultural diversities that abound in the State of 
Kashmir. Not long ago Governor Dr. Karan Singh almost 
touched a hornet’s nest around his ears when he suggested, in a 
statement to the London Times in November last, linguistic re¬ 
organisation of the State as a way out of the problem. Happily* 
t e misgivings then caused between him and his Government 
seem to e over. Mr. Sadiq’s statement now indicates a joint 
interest in seeking possible solutions. 


status^wouldbe^oo'boM 4 'i"’™' 1 a I re ( sa,isfied . with their P resent 

in the former and of c “ * ° T' “nt.ments of secession 

merely outlets of th mmunallsm in the latter are to some extent 
e Popular dissatisfaction on this account. 

Maulana Moham™ j i 

Secretary of the rul'™^ , Saeed Mussoodi, the then General 
and a half ago, th* 1 * 2 Nat ‘ onal Conference, had said, a decade 
the rest of India wo m Ut f ° r Jammu > Kashmir’s relations with 
If the statement does keen setded without any difficulty- 

many grains of trmv, S - n0t imply a blame on Jammu, there are 
Ulf i in it. 


If it is possible tn 

single major factor • attr ‘ bu te the crisis of August 1953 to 
Jammu that had p^ 11 Can be none other than the explosion in 
has since recurred rr, Ce ed Similar chain of vicious reactions 
more than 
Avoidable links , vit . 

“ h accession 
To be sure, th 

vJ? i ngU1Stic re organ-° blem is not P eculiar to Kashmir. E ver 

idarbha m Mah ar a s ? Satl0n °« India , Hill areas in Ass adl 

thoseT ln >jabt: a ’ Ta ^gana in Hyderabad and till n° v 
of the^w^ Ja mmu C posed > in essence, problems similar.* 
Thus when lb W ' th the ^ Unfortunate ’ thou S h avoidable, ^ 
Jammu his ? he ‘ kb Abn a f cession lssue made it so touchy ber 

tors of’jamm° yalty to^** refuSed t0 meet the aspirations ° 

U ^ere CQ ® country was suspected while the ag‘ w 
n emned as communalists, reactionary 


a 

in 


once. 


issue 
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EEi‘ 5-srs^ - — S,S ” of ,ammu 

and said: nf the partition of India, how 

In view of the bitter less0 " S . Du „„ar Desh. It disgraces 
can we concede the <*"’“ of which Indian army is pre- 
the principles for the which India’s new order 

sent here and on the basis « which Mahatma 

betag built. It insults the , hat caS e (of con- 

Gandhi sacrificed his ,fe ' J our fight against Pakistan 

ceding the demand of Jamm 

would be meaningless. ^ ^ within ,„ e state , 

AS Jammu refused to [“‘Kashmir Government entitled An 
Z T pnhhshed on the eve 

Crisis of August 1953, warned. ^ ^ ^ 

The dangerous trends de J°° P Ja ^ mu but also the entire 

threatening to throw n< 0 , JJ ess and chaos- Even a 

State into the lap o a pos ition of the State wi 

slight disturbance in th ^ volcano which can creat 
tentamount to explodi «, India 
dangerous complication 

. H9 It was not easy for it to 
V/hy was Jammu dissatis e * t ^ e ru ler who belongs 

reconcile to the transfer of P°'*® d to Kashmir. Most of the 
to Jammu to a leader who be* ® mOV ement was provid- 

motional content of Kashmir s P origin of the Maharaja, 

ed by its emphasis on the y S reac tion about his personality 

it did not fail to create a contr > t in 1946 which chal- 

ta Jammu. The Quit Kashmir m ^ Amritsar in (act> merely 
lenged the validity of the Tr y ^ oyer the Valley and con- 

u ol1en CT ed the Maharajas righ 
ceded bis sovereignty over Jammu. 
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The success of Kashmir’s political movement could not thus 
appear to the vast masses of Jammu as the victory of the people 
over the ruler. The political and organisational character of 
the movement encouraged the impression that the power was 
transferred from one region to the other. 

Jammu’s share in power 


At the height of Jammu-Kashmir tension, Jammu was rep¬ 
resented by one minister in the National Conference cabinet of 
p Ve \ one °*- the important offices of the party in power— 
k nt ’ ^ ener£d Secretary, Vice-President and Treasurer—was 
k i ammu ' ^ ie P os t °f Governor for the two provinces 
was a ohshed and the political and administrative affairs of 
ammu were entrusted to a secretary of a minister. 

,i^ ala ? n . a ^ Conference could not find many people in Jammu 
worthy of its trust. F F 


ance^cT/ r° m * tS nurneiaca l superiority, international import- 
vn„. nicr, Uial homo § enei ty and easy communications, Kashmir 
logically C °!TP ara ^ ve }y better equipped organisationally and ideo- 
of & Tnmrr, as hmiri leadership could, despite the background 
was due U ' ^ ^. as ^ m * r tens ion, hold its sway over Jammu, it 

of seoui-jf -111 Cr a ^ a ’ to * ts outstan ding stature and the ideology 
1 Seculansm a nd land reforms. 


prevem^d 6 m mtereSt and communali sm, on the other hand, further 
ship Ti C uni h cat *ou of Jammu under a progressive leader- 
tended to foil C ° nfused and dissatisfied, Jammu’s main reaction 
der to the ° ° W . two defeatist courses - Either complete surren- 
in terms of ° f See ^' n S reve nge of the current humiliations 

further adH^* PaSt aggressions and victories. This obviously 
r added to the mutual bitterness. 


never articulated demand ° f se P aration of Jammu was 
he entire known leadership of Jammu conti- 
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• tention. The demand for internal 
nued to disclaim any such in ^ ^ wa$ condemn ed as corn- 

autonomy was ceTtal *J t ™ ian and separatist, 
munal, reactionary, 

condemnation, dominant opinion m 
Demoralised by such ^ ca , kd Kashmiri domination 

Jammu sought escape tr ° „ T j ie debate on degrees of ac- 
in the slogan of “full acc ;f‘^her chain reaction of provoca- 
cession that followed cause betwe en the then Kashmir 

tions and suspicions; no Jjj also between the former 

leadership and Jammu bu Jamniu , s pro -merger pose had 

and the res. ^ atio naBst senliments everywhere, 
greater appeal to the 

, i_mnne 


.ti 

a hptween the two regions was far 
But emotional divergence arres t of Sheikh Abdullah in 

from resolved by .he .he S.a.e, Subsequent 

August 1953, .he .hen Pr m e ”n • ^ ]css he]pful . 

political and constitutional chang 

• nrnvision for regional tension in the 
There is a built m P For jt does no t permit any 

present structure of the S a among the regions, 

rational system of distribution of pow 

• uiv helon^ to the Valley as it 
Chief Minister must mvana y ° In order to meet the 

is the most populous region o UticaI leve l. Congress chief 

challenge of the secessionists to ]aW an d order, through 

must also be a Kashmiri. A ae jt a tions, are more serious 

sabotage, espionage and an - kd to be a better Home 

in the Valley, a local mad■ ■ P j r tance further necessi- 

Minister. Kashmir’s mt ff n ^ renresen ted at the Centre and at 
tates that the State should b P ^ f act in the interest of 
world forums always by a . * m ^ Valley, and in the larger 
balancing political factions in e Jities have to be accommo- 
national interest, some more p officers of the two houses, 

dated in key positions, say, as pres 

T mmu with this arrangement? 
But how to reconcile a ^ q{ 26 thousand square 
Jammu—it may be reminded h 
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kilometers against 15 thousand square kilometers of the Valley 
and a population of 16 lakhs against 18 lakhs of the Valley 
(1961 Census). The irrepressible Dogras are also somewhat 
nearer means of protest in Delhi. 

Cost Kashmir pays 

Indeed, as we have seen, Jammu’s protest had a formidable 
role in directing the course of politics in the State. Unable to 
wrest power for itself, it—at any rate, an effective part of it— 
has continuously pressed for reducing the powers of Kashmiri 
leaders and transfering them to the Centre. Unable to take the 
place of leadership, it has acquired, through sympathetic ears in 
Delhi or due to its troublesome potentialities, a say in disapprov¬ 
ing or approving Kashmiri leaders for ruling the State. 

Conformity to the political taste of Jammu—deformed by 
distrust and frustration—and consent for continuous erosion of 
the autonomy of the State are thus essential attributes of a stable 
regime in Kashmir. In other words, a Government must conti¬ 
nue to lose popularity in the Valley in order to remain in power. 

Surest way, to retain power, under these circumstances, 
would be to provoke sentiments of Kashmiri chauvinism and 
secession to such a pitch that they absorb and quarantine all 
discontent. For these sentiments then clash with the might of 
Indian nationalism and not directly with the leaders in power 
at the State. And for provoking Kashmiri chauvinism, Dogra 
chauvinism is the best abetter. Thus, chauvinism of the two 
regions and an unpopular regime form a triangle of mutual 
dependence till a popular upheavel upsets it. 

It is not in the interest of the powers that be in the State 
to draw fine distinctions between genuine pride, chauvinism and 
secession as far as the Valley is concerned. 

Thus the Valley has to pay in terms of its autonomy, pride 
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and freedom for its inability to share power with Jammu. 

Kashmir is indeed a complicated tangle. But Jammu pro- 
vides no mean clue to it. 

Chamni f the \vish eS ^ ie P eo ple owe it to the people 
to first provide diem with real and healthy channels of self- 
expression. It would be premature and presumptuous to recom¬ 
mend or condemn any ^7 T 

their mutual relations are so modified as to nd them of the 
current abnormal tensions that do not permit them to think and 

feel in a normal way. 

Regional autonomy 

T .. . „ ,p V iew of the problem, details of the pro- 

In this over all mU tual relations need not be dwelt 

posed modifications of tb what might ^ ^ regional 

on. But after the P expe rt committee should be able to 

autonomy is conceded, an ^ ^ the 

raw upon, say, t e com mittees of Punjab and Andhra and 

working of the re S'° n m00 ted for Punjabi and Haryana regions 
various types of relations m 
(before Punjabi suba was conceded;. 

h experience gained in the fifteen other 
In the light of t e debate dispassionately the problems 
states, it should be possi ]j ng ual state of the republic of India, 
of the only remaining mm & Qf thc last more than eighte en 

Within the State also, ^njetely lost. Indeed, a substantial 
years have not been co ^pth fjie regions that is capable of 
nucleus has already gr° % t j,etic view of the aspirations of 

taking an unbiased but syu y 

the other region. 

. „ , j u ^ is thus not only possible but also 
A fruitful debate is 

imperative. 

(TRIBUNE, Ambala June 15, 1966). 
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Population and Area of Jammu and Kashmir State 

Area in square Population 



kilometers 


Jammu Province 

26,087.11 

15,72,887 

Districts: 



a) Doda 

11,343.28 

2,68,403 

b) Jammu 

3,234.70 

5,16,932 

c) Kathua 

2,651.96 

2,07,430 

d) Poonch 

4,374.19 

3,26,061 

c) Udhampur 

4,482.98 

2,54,061 

Kashmir Valley 

15,119.29 

18,99,438 

Districts: 



a) Anantnag 

5,430.81 

6,54,368 

b) Baramula 

6,567.73 

6,04,659 

c) Srinagar 

3,120.75 

6,40,411 

Ladakh 

97,775.71 

88,651 

Total 

1,38,982.11 

35,60,976 
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DOCUMENTS 


Jam*" in 1952-53 


c “the Delhi agrg erVi 

On the eve or nie nt of India ?? e ht” , 

Abdullah and the Gove ^ Balraj p^.the f 0]] °®tween Sheikh 
dum was submitted by New Delhi- to the p 1 " 2 memoran- 

^ rU on July 15, 195 * * Pr >me Minister 

We feel like congratulatory rights y °0^ u Ppo n t . 

r nl0 narchy and the <*em th j s moment \yu e pe o P i e e terminatl ° 

be ta^en you t j. j v e w 

the following points. Ke ep in 

n0 t been able to 

*rs; sat. 1 ? -*£ 

meats of these region* <* relat ions between diff e ^ e a PPrehend growing 

deterioration of the in hm ir leaders are enc 0 ," re 8ions particularly 

when the policies of the praja Panshad i n , **®ng communal and 
ir^nnrv activities oi 1,1 ..-^nnlism. niI hu , . , __i. c 


WllCir - ... r the A 

reactionary act.v.t.es of tn ionalism . 
the similar regional 

upon 11 . 

come, we submit, wh 
The time has now c the National q 
elements of the State, b ®^ tan t decisions. So 
nrtence while taking i nl P 
conn au . . o . 


i ni w *& communal 

^vhich also banks 


n tu 

(ri f e e °ther democratic 

as to * nce ’ taken into 
§et maximum agrce- 


C °eiit and sll PPort for them- 

. rt<y your current talks Nv : tu 

We suggest that dun B ^ democratisation of \. the Kashmir leaders 

emph asiS c S ,° U r E a ’Hin" democratic rights of Political structure 

of the St ate, safeguard S^a^ng administration c he People, ensuring 
freedom of , th ® judiciary, distin ctly separate fr _ ° niple tely neutral as 
Sards P°"l.a«l nnd more roali,,, "°"> ">« National Con- 

ference organisation, better of auton Rations between aU 

regions, granting them sonie ihroUg h a planned eco ' as,ly economic 
'melioration of the people » the centre. ec 0n Oniic of the 

State and adequate assistance w * 

T hese points, some of which were expla,n e d at i ength during 0 ur 
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meeting with you on April 14, 1952, are, we think, consistent with your 
democratic approach. AVe simply wish that your influence strengthens a 
democratic cause and not helps the undemocratic trends in Kashmir. 


Demand for Regional Autonomy 

New Delhi, December 21 (1952)—“Friends of New Kashmir” who 
met yesterday in Delhi, under the presidentship of Mr. Balraj Puri, ex¬ 
pressed concern at the recent developments in Jammu and the growing 
deterioration in the relations among different communities. 

They resolved that a better constitutional and political relationship 
is required to improve the situation. Some sort of autonomy to each 
cultural region alone would ensure the development of the respective 
cultures and maintain friendly relations between the various peoples, 
they said. 

(Hindustan Times, New Delhi, December 22, 1952). 

Jammu Satyagrah 

Daily Hind Samcichar of Jullundur discussed the situation in Jammu 
in its editorial of December 25, 1952. It wrote: “In this connection 
Mr. Balraj Puri, President of the Friends of New Kashmir Delhi, has 
formulated a proposal. Expressing concern over the Jammu agitation, 
he has suggested internal autonomy to the three regions of the State, 
namely, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. Though it is little complicated, 
it deserves consideration. For no other solution is in sight.” 

Support for Autonomy 

Editorially commenting on the demand of autonomy for Jammu, 
Tribune, Ambala, wrote on February 11, 1953 : “As Sheikh Abdullah is 
entitled to demand from us that we should fully appreciate his position 
in regard to accession, similarly the people of Jammu are entitled to 
demand that Sheikh Abdullah should appreciate their point of view. 
The people of Jammu must be given certain assurances. They must be 
assured of genuine regional autonomy.” 

Democratisation of Kashmir Set Up—a Kashmiri Viewpoint 

Mr. Bashir Ahmad Mussoodi, a prominent worker of the Kashmir 
National Conference, told a meeting of the Rationalists’ Association in 
New Delhi that regional nationalism in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
was taking an aggressive form today. 
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He suggested some sort of autonomy 
thought, would create better relations between 


t0 each region which, he 
the people. 


to democratise the set up 


Mr Mussed, also pleaded for some steps ~ ^ ' 

of the State He however, condemned the VW as th J 

its slogan of full accession and partition o ’ of the State with India 

disrupt the relations of Jammu with Kashmir and _ ^ »• 

(Hindustan Standard, New D > 


Another Appeal to Nehru 

Memorandum submitted situation 

Minister Nehru on January 6, 1953, he implementation of 
following the Praja Panshad agitation on 
the “Delhi agreement”: 


. . . in Jammu is mostly due to 

The unhappy situation that has developed the State taking an 

the local nationalism of the various reg, °" eikh Abdullah remained 
aggressive form. We regret that even could not reconcile 

essentially a hero of Kashmiri nationals™. 0urs has ^ 

himself to the role of the leadership of t e p r aja Parishad as also 

a voice against the anti-Kashmir movement 01 tiona i ism . We have also 
against the aggressive trends in the Kashmiri and the regimenta . 

been critical of the undemocratic trends in 
tion in its set up. 

. pn suspicious of their Jammu 
Most of the Kashmir leaders have been strength of the Jammu 
colleagues and they were sometimes afraid oi t (he rea , motives o{ 

National Conference. We are not very cl ® a „ po licy. But we feel 

the Kashmir leadership regarding their Ja, encouraged the Praja 
circumstances were often created which del me , 

Parishad at our cost. 


■ i rhnnoes to remove the present 
We suggest political and constitutional cm a economic Conditions 

unrest. The problem is mostly psychological « ^ feel that they are 

must be created so that the people of an T y\ n announcement for 
free from the so called Kashmiri dominai cu i’ tu ral region would con- 
granting some sort of autonomy to each what is being called 

siderably ease the situation. It is the lop cal we supp ort. We em- 
“limited accession” of the State to India niainta i ne d and feel that 
phasize that the integrity of the State D force between the 

autonomy to each region would act as a 
peoples of all the regions. 
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Mukerjee—Nehru—Abdullah Correspondence 


In January and February of 1953 Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee , 
the then President of the Bhartiya Jana Sangh , was engaged in an 
animated correspondence with Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru and Sheikh 
Abdullah on the problem of Jammu where the Praja Parishad had 
launched what >vm perhaps the biggest political agitation of the pro - 
7 Q ZCe * The Paris had had rejected Nehru-Abdullah agreement of July 
952 ' As soon as the State Constituent Assembly started implementing 
lt m November 1952, the agitation was launched against a separate 
onstitution of the State and for ek pradhan, ek vidhan and ek nishan 
[ ° ne Pr *s*dent, one Constitution and one Flag). 


follow' Sllmrnar y °f the historic correspondence is reproduced in the 
over™^ PagCS ‘ For lt P rov 'des the context in which the controversy 
concilabl lnn - ^ een raging. The three view points appear to be irre - 
But my C - WUh ° ne anoth er as also with that of the preceding pages. 
Ue>V pouu is covered by them in as much as: 

human urg^ Abdullah believed that constitutional recognition of the vital 
State) “shoul / Bushmins (in the form of special provisions for the 
only ac } ( i { ^ C not he interpreted as a desire for separatism . (I would 
have been i reco Snition of human urges of Jammu, too, should not 
crpreted as a desire for separatism). 

Pra ia Parishad Cl ^ a ^ ar ^ Nehru maintained that the agitation of the 
meats in lndi " aS sl, PPorted by communal and narrow minded ele- 
Ja, nnnt pe op u * Ie Was Prepared to consider any grievances of the 
'“"units 8rieva ° nd ,ry to rectify them. (But what precisely were 
(0 to rectify what did the non-communal elements in India 


'“) D r V 

T, 1,101 the ,,,T a Prasad Mukerjee demanded (a) "both parties to reite 
? e °f uutoiiomv d,e State would be maintained and that the prin 
j c °ur Se al So / r’°" ,</ apply to lhe province of Jammu as a whole am 
tu J ' tly a Sre e ° U ' dukh °' ul Kashmir Valley.” (b) “Implementation o, 
* Asse >nbly" thc next session of Jammu and Kashmir Consti 

start J° t,le move Ut llOW do t,,ese positions square up with his sup 
ed °s a proJT" 1 [ or "/«« integration”. The agitation itself wa. 

s against the implementation of the July agreement ] 

It till 

‘invl i Ut Perhaps^* '° * icern points of agreement in the three post 
eci made S ud " e pol,tl cal background of the personalities and partie 
1 on agreement difficult whereas their clashes pushei 
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the non-co'mmunal voice of Jammu to the background. 


Letter from Doctor Shyama Prasad Mukerjee to Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru with a copy to Sheikh Abdullah written on 
9th January, 1953: 

I know that you do not see eye to eye with many of us on this 
issue. Yet I am writing to you in the hope that you will keep an 
open mind and try to appreciate the viewpoint of those who differ 
from you on this matter. It is vitally important that the circumstances 
that have led to the present movement should be impartially reviewed 
and effort made to arrive at a speedy and peaceful settlement. 

During the last six weeks we have witnessed a continued reign of 
represssion. Arrest of about 1300 persons, lathi charges, tear gassing, 
shooting, transfer of ill clad prisoners to severely cold regions, confisca¬ 
tion of properties are the methods that are said to have been resorted to. 


Very often the issues are sought to be clouded by refering to the 
alleged past activities of the Praja Parishad. If once we start question¬ 
ing the motives of each other, the atmosphere will become all the more 
polluted. 


We are anxious that the question of accession of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir to India should be finally and irrevocably settled. This 
is still supposed to be depending on a plebiscite. We can expect no fair 
deal from the Security Council. There should be no question of taking 
a general plebiscite for determining the will of the people. The Assembly 
formed in the State is based on adult franchise. Even though doubts 
have been expressed regarding the validity of the elections, specially 
from Jammu, this body may be considered sufficient for ascertaining the 
will of the people. I was told by Sheikh Abdullah that he and his 
colleagues were willing to adopt this procedure but you were not pre¬ 
pared to approve of it. 


The Praja Parishad rightly puts a pertinent question. If the ultimate 
accession of the State to India continues to be undecided and if the 
decision will have to be based on a general plebiscite of the peop e, 
what will be the fate of Jammu in case the majority of the people, 
consisting of Moslems, vote against India? We cannot forget our bitter 
experience regarding the vivisection of India and the tragic fate of North 
Western Frontier Province. 


After a final decision is taken up on the question of accession, two 
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matters will have to be taken up. One relates to the recovery of one 
third territory of Jammu and Kashmir which is now in occupation of 

Pakistan. The other relates to the extent of accession of the State to 
India. 


Shri Gopalaswami Iyengar, who moved for the adoption of Article 
in the Indian Constitution, had clearly indicated that this was a 
c em Porary provision and that it was the hope and wish of everybody 
had d** 6 ^ ^ be State would finally accede to India just as other states 
be o °tl? ^ * be P eo P^ e °f Jammu demand that the accession should 
mirier hC Same lines as is lhc case of other states, they are guided by 
lc and national motives. 


The provision for an elected President or a separate flag may be 
es ructive of the political unity of India. If similar demands were 
a c y other states, it would give momentum to dangerous tendencies 
Drn! ePa i ratism * Again, the delay in giving effect to some of the agree 
as ry a S a ? ann ounced by you in July last, dealing with matters sue 
PowerT enS ^ P ’ ^ undamcntal rights, Supreme Court, President’s emcigency 
s e tc. has created misgivings in the mind of the people. 


also 


suffer^ pe °Pl c of Kashmir Valley think otherwise, must Jammu 
ecause of such unwillingness to merge completely with In ia. 

People aS tr, m ^ ^ adey > Jammu and Ladakh represent different t y P cs 
^des' f Cl ^ angua 8 c ) their outlook, their environments, their ha its an 
respects their occu pation differ from one another in many vi a 

h o mo L‘* Hlstorically and politically they came to be united into one 
de strov lC -ru Urdt we naturally should not like to isrup or 

People p hC task maintaining natural bonds of unity amongs sue 
c °nim 0n an done not through force or coercion but by crea in & a 
cal Probl almospllere °f goodwill and confidence. It is a big P s y c ° ° £l 
e m and requires delicate and careful handling. 

Ja mniu \" CfUeees from Pa ^-fleld area of the State, mostly belonging to 
lhe other C V I n0t been rehabilit ated within the State on one pretext or 
and Sikh* Agam nothln e has been done to recover four thousand Hind 
° n ^og h ras W T en abdLlcted by aiders. Constant abuses of and atta ^ 
Seated an f S a class by Sheikh Abdullah and his colleague 
mosphere of distrust and bitterness. 


Pt. hf^h r ’ 

lU s re ply dated January 10, 1953: 


Surely 


u does not require any proof to substantiate the fact that 
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violence on a widespread scale has been indulged in by the Praja Parishad 
people. The fact that a large number of officers and policemen have 
been injured and damage done to public buildings, is adequate proof of 
violence. 

It amazes me that the larger context is forgotten or ignored or no 
value is attached to it by those who support the Jammu agitation. In¬ 
deed, nothing could be more injurious to the objectives proclaimed by 
the Praja Parishad than the agitation. 


Suppose some remnants of the Muslim League in the Valley started 
an agitation which was anti-India or pro-Pakistan, how should we dea 
with it? What effect do you think has the Praja Parishad agitation on 
such people in the Valley or elsewhere? 

Obviously, the case of Jammu and Kashmir State cannot be con 
sidered in exactly the same light as other states in India. t is no a 
question of our wishes or desires but of facts and rather complicated 
?acts Having considered all these facts, we come to a certain decision 
which I think was fair and which tied up the Slate to Ind.a very firmly. 

This is only partly true that I did not approve of the Constituent 
Assembly passing a resolution about the States accession o n la. 
advice was that it would not be wise to pass that resolution /mmed.ately 
after it started functioning as this would lead to the cone us ‘ on a 
Assembly had been called just for that purpose and not for other 

purposes. 

Head of the Jammu and Kashmir Slate is not some ° other 
President. He is the head of a 
state in India and can only be appointed a 

President of India. 

I am Quite prepared, and 1 am sure 

to consider any grievances of the amm t0 decide a very 

where this is possible. But the Praja. Pamhad .s try 6^ q£ ^ £ 

difficult and complicated constitutional quest by ^ separatisnl . 

ee with you that we should not encourag 
But that is exactly the Parishad agitation is doing. 

j a m anxious to settle finally the whole Jammu and Kashmir issue. 
But this issue has got complicated and there is no magic way o so 
H y decree or Act of Parliament as some people seem to imagine. 

The right way to approach the Jammu question is to stop 
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agitation completely and then deal with the grievances that may exist. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru with a copy to Sheikh 
Abdullah dated February 3, 1953 : 

The points which you have got to settle regarding Kashmir are 
following: 

L The Praja Parishad has considerable popular backing. Its past 
is irrelevant. What is to be decided is the merit of the issues 
raised by it. 


2. When and how will the accession of Jammu and Kashmir State 
to India be finally settled. If this depends upon plebiscite, what 
will be its form. No doubt it has been stated over and again 
by you that accession will be in accordance with the will of 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. Our simple demand is that, 
that will should now be expressed once for all, and not left to 
an uncertain future. My own suggestion is that after a resolution 
by the State Assembly the matter may be considered as irrevo¬ 
cably decided so far as India is concerned. Please be specific 
°n this issue and let us know that if this suggestion is not accept¬ 
able, what is your alternative proposal for finalising accession. 


Secondly, please do not side-track and let the public of India 
'now how and when, if at all, we are going to get back the 
Portion of our cherished territory (of Kashmir) held by Pakistan. 


! rdl y. it is felt that there are some matters in respect of 
vv ich our constitution should be amended in order to meet the 
special need of the State, let us have a full picture of it and know 
at are the specific provisions which should be amended. y^ e 
are P re Pared to discuss the matter with an open mind. There 
are > however, certain basic matters in respect of which the one- 
ness India must be maintained at any cost. They relate to 
^ Uc h subjects as fundamental rights, rights of citizenship, juris- 
‘etjon of the Supreme Court, functions and constitution of 
. ^ Court, President’s powers, national planning and financial 
ln tegration. We were not satisfied with the July Agreement bet- 
^ ee n the Government of India and Sheikh Abdullah’s Govern- 
j ent but even that has been unreasonably and unnecessarily de- 
^ e d, thus creating doubts and misgivings in the public mind. 


The 


grievances of the people of Jammu relating to their economic 


92 





MUKERJEE—NEHRU—ABDULLAH CORRESPONDENCE 


advance, employment, rehabilitation, division of border districts 
on communal lines require investigation by an impartial com¬ 
mission. 

That I am writing to you again inspite of your threats, abuses and 
rebuffs will amply show that we have no desire to precipitate a crisis. 


Sheikh Abdullah’s reply to Dr. Mukerjee dated February 4, 
1953: 

There is conclusive evidence to show that the Praja Parishad is 
determined to force a solution of the entire Kashmir issue on communal 
lines. 1 gi vc below a few extracts from their speeches: 

“Our way is not with Kashmir. Sheikh is not acceptable 
to us. We cannot tolerate Jammu and Ladakh going to the 
winds”—Shri Madan Lai. 


“The present Constituent Assembly consists of seventy five 
members of which fifty arc Muslims. These figures clearly show 
that Sheikh Abdullah’s Muslim dominance cannot and should 
not be forced upon Hindus of Jammu and Buddhists of Ladakh 
—a pamphlet of the Parishad. 


The Government have received representations from Muslims living 
in the disturbed areas for protection against the Parishad terrorism. 


You refer to the sense of insecurity in regard to the futuie of Jammu 
from which people here suffer. It is shared by the people o as 
„ nc i Ladakh as well. It does not lie with me or my Government to 1 
the dispute. But the Praja Parishad has flung the demand in sue a 
as if I stand in the way of the solution of the problem. 


At a Press Conference you, too, have been reported to have said. 

“If the people of the Kashmir Valley think otherwise, there 
can be specific provision for this zone for the time being. c 
would readily agree to treat the Valley with Sheikh Ab u a 
as its head in any special manner and for such time as he wou ^ 
like but Jammu and Ladakh must be fully integrated with In ia. 


You are not perhaps unaware of the attempts that are being made 
i v Pakistan and other interested quarters to force a decision by IS ™P mg 
[he unity of the State. Once the ranks of the State people are divided 
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any solution can be foisted on them. You plead for the acceptance of 
demand of the Praja Parishad for the complete merger of Jammu irres¬ 
pective of what happens to the rest of the State. You cannot be unaware 
of the possible repercussions in Kashmir as a result of this agitation which 
is led by a militant Hindu leadership and which in the past has made 
its attitude towards Muslims amply clear. If the agitation grows, un¬ 
foreseen forces may be released which may seriously threaten the founda¬ 
tions of the State. 


It is painfull for me to note that even a person of your eminence 
ek° U .^.,^ ave been carried away by an emotional slogan like ek pradhan. 
State ha ^’ ^ nishan ' A11 these symbols are supreme as much in our 
pre *• T m any other - lf internally there have been some variations, it is 
the^I^r because the right has specifically been conceded to the State by 
but as Um Constltution - This arrangement has not been arrived at now 
So far Carly aS 1949 when y° u happened to be a part of the Government. 
accordedV Ve i ^ concerned we have maintained that the special position 
association 0 h State Can alone b ® & source of a e row ing unity and closer 
the loyaltv ^ een Kashmi r and India. It is worthwhile to remark that 

and its* J, u , many of the su PP° rters of '•he Parishad to the constitution 
s s ymbol s is doubtful. 


agreement w C ° mplamed against the delay in implementing the Delhi 
Praja p , , had hard 'y implemented one of these decisions that the 
totally aeainf* ,u aunched itS agitation - 11 ha s made it clear that it is 
legal expert T agreement - ° n our side there ba s been no delay. The 
question ann tu- lhC Governm ent of India took time to examine the 
State AssernUi lS dra8ged on 'ill 16th November. On 17th November the 
He had haru^ C eCted the Sadar ->- R iyasat (vide one of the agreements). 
Punched it, - mOVed t0 JammU ° n 22nd Novem ber when the Parishad 
Sadar-i- Riy a s a8Itatlon > starting with black fla 8 demonstrations against the 


The 

Un certai e n t S v OUrCe ° f Conflict is basic and ’ as admitted by you it lies in tl 

th ° fa, r of “t swe ; s ■“••to.« v 

mise of the ba ic a T °, U t r Wlth India and with °ut compr 

^fortunately L e P p nCiP p ^ f ! assoc ' ad on to be abiding. B 

Jautmu in y ’ e tbe . Pra > a Pa " 8had ™ nts a decision for the Hindus 

f° desire an eark d ' The feehngs of anxiety which prompt sor 
brin ging it a u a f deC r 1S10n 18 understandable but the manner suggested f 

Pn, ia ' ik « >« partition the Slain „„ comnLalVs 1,“° T 

nshad leaders have made it clear that they will not rest till tf 
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have rid the Jammu Hindus of what they call the haunting fear of Muslim 
domination of Kashmiris. 

The Praja Parishad is using the weapon of violence, is trying to over¬ 
throw all the vestiges of an ordered government. 

In view of the stupendous tasks we have been called to face, we do 
not deny that many problems still need our attention in Jammu as well as 
elsewhere. The Government has recently set up a committee under the 
chairmanship of the Chief Justice to report on the working of soino 
measures adopted during the last five years. The Government are eager 
to have constructive suggestions. 

Pt. Nehru’s reply to Dr. Mukerjcc dated February 5, 1953: 


According to my thinking, the agitation of the Praja Parishad in 
Jammu is not only communal but is supported by communal and narrow¬ 
minded elements in India. I have not a shadow of doubt that if that 
narrow approach was adopted in our country as a whole, it would bring 
disaster in its train not only for the Jammu and Kashmir State but also 
to the larger interests of India. The only course I can, therefore, follow 
is to resist this utterly miconccivcd agitation. 


If the agitation has been mainly concerned with the grievances of the 
nrnnlc of Jammu the appointment of a Commission of enquiry by the 
%?££% i’would PP have been 

^tStt-Lrt a°subversive movement affecting not 
Jammu only but the rest of India. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 8, 1953: 

Apparently you arc not in a mood even to understand the views of 
hose who differ from you, far less to talk to them. 

The Commission has no. roused an ,W ^ 

if reference are narrow. Its composilio bitterness It cannot 

n an atmosphere surcharged with distrust and bitteiness. 

Ibviously dea^ wih basic political and constitutional matters. 

„ it i, decided by you to s.ar. discussions with Praia Pa.Uh.d leaders 
nd others, the movement should stand suspen e . 
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Pt. Nehru’s reply dated February 10, 1953: 

I confess to a feeling that we move in somc-what different mental 
worlds and the same words have different meanings for you and me. 

However, nothing would please me better than to put an end to this 
business (agitation). As for he composition of the Commission, it is 
presided over by the Chief Justice, who can be relied upon to take an 
impartial view. The terms of reference are wide but certainly they do 
not deal with political and constitutional issue. ' Would you have a com¬ 
mission sit in judgement over Parliament and decide grave national and 
international issues? 


I fail entirely to understand how high constitutional matters, affecting 
international issues, can be made the subject of a local agitation. Is the 
entire country and Parliament to be coerced by the local group? 

I have no doubt that you wish well to India but the fact remains 
that our concept,ons of what is well for India appear to differ. 

If I could venture to advise vou I would suggest that you exercise 
T/goodTnd whS?" e " d this’agitation which cannot possibly do 
can certainly do much harm. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 12, 1953: 

terminate! wi th you that the present movement should 

some of its leaders su Sgest that you and Sheikh Abdullah should meet 
them, they will r h Prefera bly in Delhi. If this offer is communicated to 

’ 1 h ° pe - a 8ree to suspend the movement. 

(The points 

tinned in his second for consideration were the same as were men- 

Commission of F nn . etter to which were added, firstly the demand for a 
to go into all 8r S lry w Uh a majority of judges from outside the State 
by police and Con Cs deluding Dharmarth Trust, excesses committed 
demand for restomr nSatl ° n to the families of sufferers and secondly the 
agitation.] 1Qn of pensions, properties etc. confiscated during the 


Pt. Nehru’s repl v . 

PJ d ated February 12, 1953: 

The points f 0r 0 

hardly capable of c ° n fiderati on that you have suggested are most of t 
so with non-offi cial 0nsi deratio n even by Government itself and much 
realisations or individuals. 
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The resolution of the State Assembly does not bring finality in the 
sense that you perhaps mean. The finality is tied up with other considera¬ 
tions which are not wholly within our control. 

Some of the matters you have referred to have been included in the 
Constitution being framed by the Constituent Assembly of Jammu and 
Kashmir. One cause of delay in doing this has been, I imagine, this 
agitation. 

It has been stated very clearly and acted upon that the Indian Flag 
is supreme. 

Regarding the policy for the liberation and occupation of Pakistan 
field territory, this is surely not a question that can be discussed, as it 
depends upon all kinds of political and military matters. Indeed the 
Jammu agitation has made it much more difficult to deal with the question 
of that territory, because it must have created far reaching repercussions 
on the people there. We do not think in terms of holding any territory 
by force of arms and have to rely on the goodwill of the people 

concerned. 

You can imagine the efTect of the present agitation not only on 
those hostile to us but also in other countries and more especially on the 
conversations taking place in Geneva (with Dr. Graham and Pakistan 
representative). 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Sheikh Abdullah dated February 13, 
1953: 

One fundamental point where I differ from you is your attitude 
towards the Praja Parishad. You had maintained, when I met you at 
Srinagar, that first, it had no following and secondly, its past was so 
black that you could never associate with its spokesmen. Regarding the 
first: point your estimate has proved incorrect. Your second point is 
hardly tenable. Did not Gandhiji and others go out of the way to 
attempt to come to settlement, even with Mr. Jinnah and others whose 
attitude towards national problems was far from patriotic? 

Apart from the soundness or otherwise of the system of hereditary 
rulership in the modern set up, the attitude of hostility towards the 
Maharaja, who by dint of his own decision, has become politically power¬ 
less, was indeed unnecessary. But when some time this oversteppe 1 s 
limits and extended itself to an attack on Dogras as such it became a 
source of dangerous developments. I had earnestly requested you to 
iake all possible steps to create a new psychological atmosphere in 
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State so that spontaneously all sections of the people might regard you 
as their acknowledged leader. 

I would beg of you not to stand on prestige but to agree to discuss 
all disputes with the leaders of the Praja Parishad even at this late stage. 

Consciously or unconsciously you are creating a new sovereignty for 
Jammu and Kashmir State. You are developing a three nations theory, 
the third being Kashmiris. These are dangerous symptoms. 

J do not ignore the need for creating an atmosphere of complete 
understanding and confidence in the minds of Muslims. But there are 
imits within which such attempts must be kept confined, nor such 
a tem P ts should be made in a manner which may cause grave doubts 
a n fears in the minds of non-Muslims living in the State and forming 
a definite minority. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 14, 1953: 

to lssues bavc been narrowed down. I suggest you should agree 

should^ S ° me se * ecte d representatives of the Praja Parishad and this 
e followed by an immediate suspension of the movement. 

su PPort CarnCS ^ y ^ rgC y ° U anci Sheikh Abdullah to permit a resolution 
i n g lib mg . access * on to be passed by the Constituent Assembly. Regard- 
a fuller^ 1011 territory no public- declaration be made but 

discncc* r apprsc ^ atlon of the situation can be made as a result of your 
CUSSl ° n with the people concerned. 

If 

a 2reed S ' ^° U Say ’ tbe ^ n dian flag is supreme, its daily official use may be 
occasions ^ Tbe State Pa S may be used in addition on special 

Re 

need not^h* 118 appbcabip ty of the provisions of the Constitution, we 
subjects wh a r an ^ difficulty in agreeing to the minimum number of 
re gards the C 1 * mme diately applied to Jammu and Kashmir. As 

s Pecifi c pro TQS } 9 we may Postpone consideration till we know what 
Posa s the State authorities have to make for the purpose. 

s ^ ve terms^of^ S ^ r * evances ’ only question is to prepare comprehen- 
fidence Q f a q FC erence an d have a tribunal which will enjoy the con- 
and Punishmp^° nCerned ‘ Release °f prisoners and withdrawal of bans 
nt need not present any difficulty. 


98 


MUKERJEE—NEHRU—ABDULLAH CORRESPONDENCE 


Pt. Nehru’s reply dated February 15, 1953: 

As I have pointed out to you, every State normally deals with these 
problems itself and the Central Government does not intervene except 
by way of advice occasionally. 

The Constituent Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir State will be 
meeting some time in the near future. It will presumably consider the 
reports of certain committees appointed by it. I do not see how even 
the Kashmir Government can bypass all this procedure. 

The Constituent Assembly has every right to express its views on 
accession as well as other matters but the assurances we have given to 
the U.N. arc our responsibility and have to be judged accordingly- 

The Government will gladly do all in its power to bring about 
normality and peaceful co-operation in Jammu and Kashmir State. But 
this agitation is not of our seeking and the first step should be to with- 
draw the agitation completely. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 17, 1953: 

The real question is how the movement should be brought to an end. 
I had suggested a procedure which apparently is not acceptable to y° u * 
Unfortunately y ou h ave ma de no alternative suggestion. After consider¬ 
ing the matter fully and also your determination that the movement must 
be withdrawn completely as first step, may I suggest the following P r0 " 
ccdure for your consideration:— 

1. The movement is withdrawn. 

2. Order f or the release of prisoners is given and there will be no 

victimisation. 

3. You and Sheikh Abdullah call a conference say, after a f 01 ^ 
night where all political and constitutional matters are discussc 
with an open mind. 

4. Both parties reiterate that the unity of the State will be main 
tained and that the principle of autonomy will apply to the pro¬ 
vince of Jammu as a whole and of course also to Ladakh an 
Kashmir Valley. 

5. The new Constitution to come into force as soon as possible 
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,CXt 


and elections to take place within, say, six months. 

•it ^ 

Implementation of the July agreement will be made ‘j 
session of Jammu and Kashmir Constituent Assem 

ill 

The terms of reference of the Commission of Enq uil> 
defined. f11 

The Commission should be reconstituted with ~ 

India and Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir. 

.. the c°° r 

Regarding finality of accession and other nialtcis, 
encc will seek to reach an agreement. ^ 

I have gone the utmost that I can for reaching a scll ^‘with^^ 
however, you have finally decided that the movement is t0 a ny ° ^cd 
unconditionally and there can be no understanding regar * j ia vc a 
point then I shall have to conclude with deep regret that 
in my efforts. Q 

&*** 1 ’ 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 


9. 


Sheikh Abdullah’s letter to Dr. Mukerjee dated 

1953: 


India 11 


You assume that we object to the total applied 01 j ea n 0 f 
Constitution on the ground that “Muslims of Kashmir m atu ^ a in st 

Pakistan”. This is totally a false impression of the P° str0g gle ™ iat y 
the people of Kashmir. You admit the merits of oU ^ c omP*j ^ould 
Muslim communalism and I am grateful to you f QI V v/hy 0 nd ellin 
remarks about me in this connection. I do not n ^cn 1 C nl unah 
become a suspect and my motives should be dou e ^ cO 111 ce d 
communalism of a section of Hindus. While fighting vVC re cO 1 0 f 
ism we were aware of a similar danger in India. ri jead erS j^dia 

that the vast majority of the people in India un el ^ a nyti nie the 
Gandhiji were themselves fighting this menace. But 1 eV ch t 1 
falters and forsakes these ideals, I have no doubt 

people of Kashmir will not lean towards communalism. ^ 

The enlightened opinion in India recognised the Jjjjd ^ ^ al 
of Kashmiris and the Constituent Assembly of India aff cCO td& 

tunities of achieving their political and social objec i be erl se pai* at ' 
accommodation of each others’ point of view, whic ^ eS ; r e . jecid e ^ 

constitutional sanction, should not be interpreted as a Qj . ^ eS s 0 

ism. After all in a democratic country, the ultimate ^ \vi i 
the relationship between various units is the measu 
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each of these parts to come closer to each other for the common good 
of all. History has taught us that false notions of uniformity and con¬ 
formity have often led to disastrous consequences in the lives of many 
nations. 

Our choice to accede to India was justified as we were afforded 
opportunities to pursue democratic and progressive objectives. Your 
suggestions in regard to abridging the scope of our internal freedom would 
lead to a denial of such opportunities. 


It was late Sardar Patel who was instrumental in evolving the present 
basis of the State’s relationship with the Union. Article 370 was incor¬ 
porated in the Constitution under his guidance and at the time 
Shri Nehru was away from India. While explaining Kashmirs 
constitutional relations with India Sardar Patel said: 

“In view of the special problems with which the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government is faced, we have made special provision for 
the continuance of the relationship of the State with the Union on 
the existing basis. ’ 

Regarding the election of Sadar-i-Riyasat, you perhaps forget that 
the Governors of other states are also appointed with the consu tat o 
of the State Governments. We have extended this right to the legwtatu . 
While you prefer English designation of ‘Governor’, I fail to understa 
why the Hindustani nomenclature of Sadar-i-Riyasat should be objected • 

You have referred to the creation of a “republic within a republic . 
Perhaps you would accept “monarchy within a republic’’. 

While referring to the Praja Parishad you do not mention . its con¬ 
nection with the R.S.S. Every one is familiar with the ™ were 
R.S.S. leaders in Jammu in 1947 precisely at the time ™ organisation 
resisting Muslim communalism in Kashmir. So long as 11S , ° t re <rret 
continues to be an instrument in the hands of the R.S.S. leaders, I re = 
it will not be possible for us to recognise it. 

It is an extremely unjust accusation to charge uswit h ^brave 
Dogras. We know them to be simple hearted, honest faithf * ' 
people. It is pity that some people should take advantage of 
city and mislead them. 

• The 

Much concern has been shown for the Maharaja in *" d gj ate are 
responsibility of the complications in which India and 
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involved at present rests with the Maharaja and his chronic indecision. 
All the efforts made by the top leaders of India including Gandhiji, 
Sardar Patel, Shri Nehru and Shri Kripalani were foiled by his consis¬ 
tent refusal to have any truck with patriotic and nationalist forces within 
the State who were clamped in jails. 


In your letter to Shri Nehru you propose to completely undo Indo- 
Kashmir agreements yet you would like them to be implemented speedily. 
I do not know what to make of these contradictions. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Sheikh Abdullah dated February 23, 


When you think that a special provision was made for the accession 
of the State of ^mmu and Kashmir or that y ou enjoy limited sovereignty, 
you do so in utter disregard of the historical rirm, * . uvh 

U» scheme of integral was forced „„ » h ' C , h 

I would beg of you not to take up an entirelv 1. ?- Government, 

the Indian first and anything else next. Salistic stand. You are 


Even assuming that your interpretation Q f 
tionally correct, my appeal to you is to fi nali v; rtlcle 370 is constitu- 
to be governed by the Indian constitution C access * on and agre .^ 

any, as may be specially required for the weir SUCh modifications ’ . lf 

i _ c ..i Jniprpctc r \f t —._i• iare of the State and will 


not be harmful to the interests of India 


that the Government of India should accepfth' 1 M y own view is 

on accession and close the matter. e decision of the Consembly 


on accession 


The integrity of the State should of CQl 
however, said was that in case the people Q f ma intained. What I, 

and the people of Kashmir wanted a l 00se • wanted full accession 

was inevitable. One possible solution mi ght n * e ®Wi on , clash and conflict 
into a separate State and give it whatever » u e to f orm Kashmir Valley 
let us drop this idea altogether and think i n ants for development. But 
Kashmir and find out low to consolidate j t errris of united Jammu and 


I have been unable to understand 
presentatives of the Praja Parishad. x Refusal even 
th deep regret that we could not Come ^ cl ose thfa 
av e danger that lies ahead of us. a n a gre 


to talk to the 

correspondence 

in spite of the 
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